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DETAILS: RAYMOND 7 I. JS'YELL, who resides at 2000 Virginia Avenue, 

Richmond, California, and who is employed by the California 
State Employment Offices, 153 Kearny Street, San Francisco, California, was 
interviewed March 29> 1949, by SAS CHARLES F. BRUSCH and the writer. Mr. 
JEAELL said that he first met ABRAE’A! GEORGE SILVER; AN about 1936 at the 
offices of the Railroad Retirement Board in 'Washington, D.C., at which t ime 
he was applying for a position with the Railroad Retirement Board and he was 
interviewed in connection with this application, by SILVER!!'!!. SILVERMAN 


. RAYMOND wN v JE r iELL_. first, met ABRAHAM GEORGE 
'^ILVERI'IAN about 1936 in Washington-, D.C., at 
which time SILVERMAN.interviewed J3.7ELL for a 
position with the Railroad Retirement Board and 
subsequently JS7ELL was hired to work with SILVER!LAN. 

He was associated with SILVERMAN .from about 1936 to 
1939. He denies any knowledge of Communist or espionage 
activities on the part of SILVERMAN but described 
SILVERMAN as an unorthodox thinker. I-Ie states that the 
most intimate friend of SILVERMAN was JOSEPH GSKTURIA, 
also an employee of the Railroad Retirement Beard who 
later was employed with SILVERMAN bxr the Any Air Forces. 
He said SHRTCRIA v.'ould be the person raost likely to 
know SILVERMAN 1 s activities but expressed the opinion 
that S3KTURIA raight be reluctant to talk due to his 
close friendship with SILVERMAN. 
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later hired him as a junior economist on the Railroad Retirement Board and 
he 7/as associated v/ith SILVERMAN as a fellow employee from about 1936 to 
1939* At the time he 7/as first hired, Mr. JMELL said there were only approxi¬ 
mately ten or eleven employees in the office and that there was a close 
association among them? however, he stated he had never visited SILVERMAN*s 
home nor had SILVERMAN visited his home, and that they had never been closely 
associated socially. Soon after he was employed at the Railroad Retirement 
Board, the size of the organization was greatly expanded and the close 
association among the employees was lost. He stated that those individuals 
employed at the Railroad Retirement Board who v/ould know more concerning 
SILVERMAN than himself were MURRAY LATIMER, Chairman of the Boards JOSEPH 
SENTURIA, an intimate friend of SILVERMAN, and also an official of the 
Railroad Retirement Board? GEORGE GUSSMAN, believed to be in Arlington 
Virginia, at present? HELEN FEINSOD ROBISCN, believed to be in Washington 
D.C.? CHARLES BRIGHTMAN. JEWELL stated that SILVERMAN for a man trained in 
economics, was certainly familiar with Marxist doctrines but that he had 
always impressed him as being more the type of person who would follow the 
theory of LASKY and the British Socialist Economists. He described him as 
an unorthodox thinker but said he knew of no instances where SILVERMAN had 
discussed Communism or Marxism v/ith him and it had always been his impression 
that SILVERMAN would have been reluctant to discuss such subjects with him 
inasmuch as he was not a cl-ose enough personal friend of SILVERMAN to enjoy 
his confidence. 

He said he knew of no organizations to which SILVERMAN had 
belonged and specifically he had no knowledge whatever .of any association * 
on the part of SILVERMAN with the Communist Party.;. ^ Mt. : JEWELL stated; tfea't. 
he himself had been a member of the Government Employees-. Ambulance ffib Tifri tt'tee ' 
which had collected money for the purchase of ambulances for- the Loyalist 
Army during the Spanish Civil Tsar, and stated be beiieved SILVERMAN had con¬ 
tributed money toward the purchase of the ambulances but t ha t SILVERMAN him¬ 
self, had not been a member of the Committee inasmuch as SILVERMAN felt that 
as a supervisor he had no right to join such an organization, Mr. JEWELL 
said it had never occurred to him that SILVERMAN might have been a Communist 
Party member although such a thing would certainly have been possible. He 
recalled SILVERMAN favored the Loyalists during the Spanish Civil War, he 
recalled him having spoken favorably concerning Russia, but JEWELL had the 
impression that SILVERMAN v/as wary of speaking about such subjects at least 
with JEWELL. 

Mr. JE7ELL stated that information on file at the Railroad 
Retirement Board v/as regarded as confidential but v/as not confidential to 
the extent that it affected the security of the U.S. He said the information 
in general dealt v/ith business transactions of railroads, the number of 
persons employed on individual railroads, salaries and benefits of employees 
on railroads, and other related data of an economic nature, such as wages 
hours, hospitalization, and unemployment. ° 3 
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Mr» JEWELL said that he knew of no time when SILVERMAN was 
loaned to the Treasury Department but believed that both SILVERMAN and 
' SENTURIA had done some work on the International Trade Treaties for the 
Tariff Commission during 1935 and 1936 and he recalled SILVERMAN having dis¬ 
cussed this work. He believes it was of an economic nature relating to a 
survey to determine the types of goods and services on which tariffs could 
be reduced. He believed that SILVERMAN had sat in on international con- 
ferences at the sides of the negotiators and given advice to advisors of 
the President in what he termed a semi-policy forming matter, Mr, JEWELL 
he has learned through discussion with his friends that after 
SIL/ERkAN lext the Railroad Retirement Board that he was employed with the 
Arny Air Forces of Washington, D.C., and it is his impression that SILVERMN 
took his close friend JOSEPH SENTURIA to the Army Air Forces as his assistant. 
He believes he rnay have received this information from Mr* J* E. ELI of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Department of Commerce, Washington 
D.C. In adaition to SENTURIA, JMELL said that JOSEPH GILMAN, a consulting' 

e °°^^. r Y3 th ? T h8 Railroad Retirement Board had also been an intimate friend 
01 SILVERLAk . He said that during 1937 and 193S SILVERMAN had acted as a - 
supervisor of.employees of the National Research Project and that GILMAN had 
also been assigned to assist in this supervision of the work of the National 
Research Project but that as such they retained their employment by the 
Railroad Retirement Board, J J 

sa id that SENTURIA is a close friend of SILVERMAN and 
would proDably be the person most likely to know of SILVERIAN's activity but 

he suggested that SENTURIA might be reluctant about them due to his close 
friendship with SILVERMAN. c-ose 

.. said that he had never heard of ELIZABETH BENTLEh' 

wHETIaKER CHAMBERS or ALGER HISS prior to the recent newspaper publicity 
concerning them. He said that ho had never heard SILVERMAN mention that he 
had received any Persion rugs as a gift and that he felt that SILVERMAN 
prooaoly would have mentioned such a thing around the office if he had inasmuch 
as he usually mentioned matters of this nature, Mr. JEWELL said that he had 
never heard tne name of HELENMilNGE mentioned and was entirely unfamiliar 

sr^ fciyiand - He dw ^ 

met biLV&RLiJ'J s wife. He said that he w a s aware that HARRY DEXTER IVHITE wa<? S 

^ qU f^ a fV f S . J : LV3RI ' fAIxT . b ut that he, himself, did not know WHITE and he 
believed that SILVERMAN and WHITE had worked together on the Tariff rnmmi 
Ho. said that GEORGE GUSSMAN had married HARRY DEXTER WHITE* s daughter GUSSMAN* 

oTfef 7 v ?! G ° me ?° the Railroad Retirement Board from the°City'college 
of New York and he had known WHITE* s .daughter there, Mr, JEHELL said that he 
was acquainted with NATHAN GRBGCRy\sILVERHASTSR. He said SILVER-ASTER, had h 
previously taught in the Universit^of California but he, jSST Sfnof 
kna/ him there but was later introduced to him at Washington, D.C. He could 
not recall the circumstances. JEWELL stated that it was.^his'i^ssion S 
he recalled seeing SILVERiASTER and SILVERMAN at lunch together in Washington 
D.C., and he recalled having seen S OVERMASTER at the offices of the Railroad ' 
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Retirement Board and also of having seen SILVERMAN and SILVERMA.STER together 
at the Agricultural Adjustment Agency where SILVERMASTER was employed. 

Mr. JEWELL said that the Railroad Retirement Board Offices were 
located at 14 th and K Streets in 1936 and that SILVERMAN *s duties were to 
collect, compile, and interpret economic and social data relating to the 
administration of the railroads and to prepare information having- a bearing 
on legislation relating to the railroads and Railroad Retirement Board. 

He said that SILVERMAN was a strange person, that he considered himself very 
efficient and often spoke of his own importance and his effectiveness. He 
considered himself an authority on the theories of Freud and the interpretations 
of dreams. He said he was never satisfied with the work being done and 
was a hard task roaster. Mr. JEWELL said that he himself had been active in 
the American Federation of Government Employees and the- United- Federal Workers 
of America Unions but that SILVERMAN had" never offered him any advice con¬ 
cerning Union business except where activities on the part of the Union might, 
embarrass SILVERMAN. He said that the social life of the employees at the 
Railroad Retirement Board did not include SILVERMAN nor SENTURIA. He said 
SILVERMAN «s -avocations so far as he knew were softball, bowling and music 
and he knew of no special clubs to which SILVERMAN, belonged. 

Mr. JE/fELL denied that he himself had ever been a member of the 
Communist Party and he domed that he had any knowledge -whatsoever of any 
Communist or Russian underground activities. ' 
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SYNOPSIS OFFACTS: 


RAYMOND W. JET/SLL. first met ABRAHAM GEORGE 
SILVERMAN about 1936 in Washington, D.C., at 
which time SILVERMAN interviewed JS.TELL for a 
position with the Railroad Retirement Board and 
subsequently JK'.'ELL was hired to work with SILVER}AN. 

He was associated with SILVERMAN from about 1936 to 
1939. He denies any knowledge of Communist or espionage 
activities on the part of SILVERMAN but described 
SILVERMAN as an unorthodox thinker. He states that the 
most intimate friend of SILVERMAN was JOSEPH SEHTURIA, 
also an employee of the Railroad Retirement Board who 
later was employed with SILVERMAN by the Arny Air Forces. 
He said SEHTURIA would be the person most likely to 
know SILVERMANS activities but expressed the opinion 
that. SEHTURIA might be reluctant to talk due to his 
close friendship with SILVERMAN. 
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Chicago letter dated March 22, 1949 


DETAILS: RAYMOND 77. JEWELL, who resides at ‘2000 Virginia Avenue, 

Richmond, California, and who is employed by the California 
State Employment Offices, 153 Kearny Street, San Francisco, California, was 
interviewed March 29, 1949, by SAS CHARLES F. BRUSCH and the writer. Mr 
JBivELL said that he first met ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN about 1936 at the 
offices of the Railroad Retirement Board in Uashington, D.G., at which time 
he was applying for a position rath the Railroad Retirement Board and he was 
interviewed in connection with this application, by SILVERMAN. SILVERMAN 


APPROVED AND 
FOPWARDED: 


Special agent 
in Charge 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 


- Bureau 

- New York (65-14920) 

(l - T.G. DCNEGAT, Special Assistant 
to the Attorney General) 


Kisseloff-7081 


2 - Washington Field 


U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 16 — 39035-1 














i&>-72 „ 

' T 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT 


New York 


65 - 6 $S 


REPORT MADE AT 


Denver, Colorado 


DATE WHEN 


PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE 


REPORT MADE BY 


3-2^9 3/14-18,23,24/49 edwin o, johnsok 


JAY.-DAYID WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, was.5 
wm* HISS, was. 


CHARACTER OP CASE 

PERJURY 
ESPIONAGE - R 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


7> 


F 6 


4^-ft 

P>S&cM 


Reference: 


APPROVED AND \ 
FORWARDED:/ 


DESTROYED 


_ if.I _:_L- 

ERANKLIN VICT0&*$EN0 states he first "became ac¬ 
quainted with STANLEYiBLUMBERG in 1935 or 1936 
in connection with the activities of either the 
National Student league or American League Against 
War & Eascism. Ke also knew BLUMBERG's ex-wife, 
HENRIETTA, and the latter's girl friend IASCA 
(MARY ANN IASCA). RENO claims acquaintanceship 
with BLUl'BERG was social and to some extent political 
in that RENO states BLUMBERG was a "radical" and 
engaged in mass movement activities and might have 
"been a Communist, although RENO does not know this 
as a fact. RENO maintains BLUMBERG w a d no connec¬ 
tion vit> espionage activity nor did BLUMBERG, to 
HENU’s knowledge, know of RENO 1 s espionage activity. 
RENO denies t’-at following last contact with CHAMBERS 
in 153S he was ever in contact wit 1 -' anyone in con¬ 
nection \v'ith espionage activity. RENO explains that 
he may Wave drawn a gear on t^e end of the "bar on 
twe "schematic drawing of range trail diagram with 
"bar across t^e top," which he gave CHAMBERS and he 
may have orally told CHAMBERS about the electrical 
device controlling release of "bomb from bomb bay. 

Mrs. HENRIETTA^IRKIN denies ever knowing ERANKLIN // 
VICTOR RENO under this name or aliases or anyone —F 
fitting bis description, but she did know MARY_ANN__/^ 
VtASCA, mentioned by RENO. _ // 
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AT DENVER, COLORADO 


.OT. 63 .65s 

D&bails! 


By teletype dated March 9? 1949, Baltimore advised that 
STANLEY BLU MBE RG upon interview admitted having known PADDY y^LLE-T, FRANKLIN 
VICTOR RENO and PEII&S1TO and that FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO knew 3LUMBERG in the 
early 30?s; that Colonel LESLIEYSIMON, Director BoR*L*, advises that BENO’s 
explanation of the Norden Bombsr^ht"as ’’schematic drawing of range trail 
diagram with bar across the top” was very elementary even at that time,, 

El Paso was requested to reinterview PHILIP RENO re his 
acquaintanceship with BLUMBERGS and re the sketch of the bomb sight furnished 
to CHAMBERS and also any participation by FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO in espionage 
activities subsequent to 1937 or 1938* 

By teletype'dated March 14, 1949* SI Raso advised that 
FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO, had departed from Albuquerque, New Mexico for Colorado 
and could be reached through his mother* 


Contact with RENO’s mother, Mrs* EVELYN RENO, 442$ South 
Bannock Street, Englewood, Colorado, on March l4, 15, l6 and 17 reflected 
that FRANKLIN VICTOR and his brother PHIL RENO had not yet arrived in Denver 
as they are driving a car with a trailer and also a truck to Denver and pos¬ 
sibly stayed over in Pueblo, Colorado to visit friends 0 

INTERVIEW WITH FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO 


(l) Re: STANLEY BLUMBERG 

^ RENO was interviewed in the forenoon of March IS, 1949 by 
Sr. -JOSEPH C* LEARNED and the writer* 

At the beginning of the interview, RENO was reluctant to 
admit that he had been acquainted with STANLEY BLUMBERG prior to l94l, explain¬ 
ing that BLUMBERG is a very close friend of his and h e does not desire to talk 
about friends when they have not been involved in espionage activities* He 
explained he had consulted his attorney,. EDUARD SCHELMSMAN of Denver, who had 
advised RENO that he h a © no legal reason to refuse to discuss with the FBI 
his acquaintanceship with STANLEY BLUMBERG* Nevertheless, he, RENO, sometimes 
feels he would rather go to jai 1 than to talk about his friend STANLEY 
BLUMBERGo 


On continuing the questioning of RENO, he finally admitted 
he may have met STANLEY BLUMBERG as early as 1935 or 1936; that BLUMBERG had a 
radio shop in Baltimore and that the meeting may have been in connection with 
the activity of the American League Against War and Fascism* RENO also stated 
that since he does not remember the details of the first meeting with BLUMBERG, 
it could have been in connection with the activity of the National Student 
League while RENO was at the University of Virginia* RENO knowc that STANLEY 
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BLUMBERG had "been a student at Johns Hopkins University, "but he doubts that 
he met BLUMBERG while he was a student* 

RENO explains that his acquaintanceship with BLUMBERG was 
social and that he had met BLUMBERG’s ex-wife in about 1936 or j- 937> that 
her name is HENRIETTA. He recalls visiting the BLUMBERGs once or twice at 
two different addresses but he does not remember these addresses, explaining 
that one of the apartments wes small and rather el-shaped* 

He also recalls that he met a friend of HENRlEITA bLUMBERG, who 
was a nurse, and that he was in her company on one or two occasions, He could 
not remember this nurse 1 s name-. 

He reiterated that STABLE! BLUMBERG was. id tto way connected 
with his^ RENO’s, 'espionage activity nor did he ever tell BLUMBERG about such 
activity.* He also denied knowledge of BLUMBER&f fe membership in the Communist 
Party bdt did state that BLUMBERG was a ^i&dical," 

With respect to other friends of STANLEY BLUMBERG in the period 
of about 1936-1937* RENO denied recalling the names of 'any, but does indicate 
that Subsequent to BLUMBERG’s divorce from HENRIETTA, he had a girl friend by 
the name of EVA LEVINSON, 

ERANKLIN VICTOR RENO was re interviewed on March 23 s 1949 by. 

SA GERALD E, GOTSCHALL and the writer* at which time he reiterated statements 
previously made concerning STANLEY BLUMBERG, but on this occasion he recalled 
that HENRIETTA .BLUMBERG’s girl friend who was a nurse was named TASCA. He 
was not sure but thought this was her first name and that she was of Polish 
descento He recalled that on One occasion STANLEY BLUMBERG, his wife HENRIETTA; 
TASOA and himself planned to go to a play, Hdwever, in a discussion someone 
mentioned that the play was being picketed and therefore STANLEY BLUMBERG 
suggested that they not go to the play as they would have to cross the picket 
line and the rest of them agreed with STANLEY B&UMBERG? At first, ERANKLIB 
VICTOR RENO stated .this incident was in 1946* He couldn’t be sure of this 
date-, stating then that his acquaintance with TASCA was around 1937* 

RENO stateg that this girl TASOA was not one of the "radicals’ 1 
whom he knew and recalls that she once told him she couldn’t understand Why 
he was interested in the\America.n League Against War & Eascism,. 

RENO stated upon questioning that he may have been in STANLEY 
BLUMBERG’s conpany on one occasion in Washington, D 0 C, about 1936- but does 
not recall tha-c BLUMBERG and he have been together more than on possibly One 
occasion during that period of time and recalls that BLUMBERG had a girl 
friend in Washington whose last name began with "GOLD" and whose mother was 
a gentile but he could furnish no further information about this- girl friend. 
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REBO also had girl friends in Washington; but he does 
not remember the names of any of them*. However, he had two or three 
dates with cne TEBA ERARCH; vrho is actually from Richmond, Virginia and 
wV taught at the University of Virginia,, He explained that this Miss 
BRAHOF. was r.ot one of the radicals'* and he doubts- that she knevr even of 
his activity with, the relational Student League* 

REBO explained that after he began, his employment at.the 
Aberdeen Proving Ground in 1937 he seldom saw STABLE! BLUMBERG Until 
about 1941, He did go so far as to say he could not remember seeing 
BLUMBERG during the years 1933, 1939 arid 1940, explaining that he was 
living very much to himself with the exception of the Aberdeen Proving 
Ground acquaintances because of his concern over the espionage activities' 
in which he had engaged during the latter part of 1937 and possibly first 
part of 1933* 

He believed it was in 1941 that he began seeing STABLE! v 
BLUMBERG again and met girl friends of BLUMBSRG by the names of UEABBE^GBIEB! 
and HEIEBE%ETZLER» As he recalls it was about 1947 when he met. the above- 
mentioned g^\L friends, 

PJSFC recalls that STABLE! BLUMBSRG had attended the Weem’s 
School of Bavigatf.cn about 1941* prior to BLUM31RG< s becoming a member 
of the armed forces, As he recall#,, BLUMBERG communicated vrith him once 
by telephone in 1941 about a certain navigation instrument which he stated 
BLUMBERG was using or learning la his school work, REBO could not elaborate 
on this conversation as his recollection of it is not clear. At any rate, 
this is about the first time that hfe and BLUMBERG had been in communication 
since about 1938* 

REBO stated that to his knowledge, STABLE! BLUMBERG did not 
know PADDY WHA.LSU Or his brother PHIL REBO, However, be explained that - 
BLUKBSRG may have met PHIL REBO in 1944 when PHIL was living in Baltimore’, 

REBO is not certain whether he used the name "LARCE^CLARK" 
in connection with his activities with the American League Against war & 
Fascism and if the former Mrs* BLUMBERG, HEBRIETTA SIRKIB, remembered him, 

REBO wouldn’t know what name he was using and the same applies to the IASCA 
girl, 

REBO was still reluctant to talk about the sympathies and 
activities of STABLE! BLUMBERG in the 1936-1937 period, 

EERO admitted that he had endeavored to call STABLE! BLUMBERG 
by long distance telephone about December 1948, but since BLUMBERG was not 
at home he did not make any further efforts to communicate with him. He 
explained that he intended to tell BLUMBERG about certain of his difficulties 
and of the possibility that BLUMBERG might be contacted .since they-had been 
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FRANKLIN' VICTOR RENO -was reinterviewed on'March 24j 1949 by 
SA JOSEPH C. LEARNED and the writer, at which time he again stated he was , 
not desirous of talking about STANLEY BLTJMBERG but felt h.e may be throwing 
suspicion on BLTJ MBER G by not talking about his activities. He then went on 
to explain that BLIMBERG had been active in the American league Against War 
& Fascism and had been active in the National Student league, and that both 
organizations were following the line of the Communist Party 0 He explained 
that BLIM B ERG was interested in mass movement organizations to the extent 
of the two Organizations mentioned previously. He explained that although 
he was a close friend of BLTJMBERG- he could not say that BLTJHBERG- is or ^ 

was at that time a member of the Communist Party, but admitted that he could 
have been such a member. RENO again categorically denied that BLUMBEBG had 
had any connection with the espionage activity and that to his. .RENO • s knowledge 
BLTJMBERG never knew of RENO’s connection with the espionage activity* 

Mrs. natoaw SIRKIN or HENRIETTA SIRKIN, who was previously 
interviewed by the writer and SA 4&3RALD E* GOTSCH&LL, was again interviewed 
at the National Jewish Hospital,. East Colfax and Colorado Boulevard, on 
March 23, 1949. Mrs, SIRKIN is recovering from a tubercular- condition and 
expect)* to return to Baltimore in about one month., 

Mrs. SIRKIN stated that her memory is not good and that she 
cannot remember names of her ex—husband,. STANLEY 1 BLTJMBERG's, friends and 
associates in 1936, 1937 and 1938* It will be recalled that she divorced 
STANLEY BLTJMBERG in about the early part ..of 1939<. 

When questioned concerning her acquaintance with FRANKLIN VICiOR 
RENO, alias LANCE CLARK, etal., she was furnished with an oral description of 
him but stated she.could not remember ever having' been dn RENO’s company or 
that RENO had' been a friend of her ex-husband STANLEY BLTJMBERG or MARY ANN 
TASCA, who had also been a nurse and a friend of Mrs., SIRKIN.- 

Mrs,- SIRKIN stated she had seen her ex-husband-, STANLEY BLTJMBERG, 
on several occasions subsequent to their divorce and that they were still 
actually friends. She mentioned that she had seen STANLEY BLTJMBERG As late 
as 1947 or even January 194S in Baltimore! that at one time a HELENE METZLER, 
STAN and a certain doctor called to see her and that also she had met BLUMB&R 
on the street once and he had invited her to have a coke with him. She is 
certain that there was no occasion when STANLEY BLTJMBERG, her friend MARY 
ANN TASCA and RENO were going to attend a play.. She hag absolutely no 
recollection of any such occasion and does not associate RENO with her nurse 
friend, MARY ANN TASCA. • 

Mrs. SIRKIN recalls that MARY ANN TASCA. had a boy friend by the 
name of ANGELO BIZON in about 1937 this man was an interior decorator, 
was a "party type" individual who after earning a little money would promote 
a big party 4 She described him as a very heavy-set individual, rather short-, 
dark, who wore thick—lensed glasses*. 
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Mrs* SIKKIM mentioned that MARY ANN IASCA attended school 
with her when training for the occupation of' a nurse at the Sinai Hospital 
in Baltimore; in fact, they roomed together in about 1929-*3-930• Her 
recollection that MARY AM IASCA was around Baltimore in 1936-1937 is 
rather hazy, but she might have been. She does, recall that MARY ANM 
IASCA had a boy friend who was a British writer, much older, possibly 
40 to 50 years of age, who was also heavy set, dark-complexioned, dark 
brown hair and a broad face* She believes he was married at that time and 
recalls he went to New York City in about 1936. In mentioning these two 
individuals, Mrs. SIKKIM wanted to point out she could not associate ERANKLI’-T 
VICTOR RENO with a MARY AM IASCA. 

At one time during the interview concerning her recollection 
of PRANKLIN VICTOR RENO, Mrs. SIKKIM mentioned the name "Cumberland, 11 t^en 
immediately stated that no, that was not right, and explained that Cumber¬ 
land had no connection with her acquaintance with anybody*. It will be 
noted that IRANKLIN VICTOR REMO had been an organizer for the Communist 
Party in Cumberland for a short period of time in 1936 under the name of 
LANCE CLARK. 


Mrs. SIKKIM recalls a labor organizer whom she described as 
having been red-headed and believes he was connected with either the tomato 
or strawberry pickers* union on the eastern shore. His wife taught school 
and they had two chiidien 0 She does not recall the name but does not tie 
this individual up with IRANKLIN VICTOR RENO. 

Mrs. SIKKIM also mentioned what she recalled a "seedy looking 
man," whom she remembers STANLEY SLUMBERS contacting at the radio store. 

On one or two occasions, she remembers that this mad borrowed money from. 
STANLEY BLUMBERG and that she did not like him. She described him as being 
of medium height, heavy set, with a Latin appearance, having dark hair and 
pitted skin. He was then about 25 years of age* She does not recall his 
name and would not tie this individual up with the description of 
PRANKLIN VICTOR REMO. 

Mrs,. SIRKIN mentioned that STANLEY BLUMBERG would have un¬ 
doubtedly been acquainted with the wife of DONALD KtRKLEY, who was a movie 
critic for the BALTIMORE SUM in. about 1937* Mrs* KIRELEY was a good friend 
of DOROTHY ROSE BLUMBERG, the wife of ALBERT BLUMBERG. At that time they 
lived in Dickeyville, a suburb cf Baltimore,. She recalls seeing Mrs. KIRKLEY 
around STANLEY BLUMBERG* s radio' store on several occasions., 

With respect to MARY ANN IASCA,. Mrs*. SIRKIN recalls that 
MARY ANN IASCA laved at about 4 or 6 Mount Vernon Place and that this would 
have been probably around 1936-1937* She also recalls that she did intro¬ 
duce MARY ANN IASCA to her ex-husband STANLEY BLUMBERG and she believes 
this took place in her apartment which was located over the flower shop* 
However, she does not recall any other mad being present or in any way 
associating PRANKL'IN VICTOR RENO with MARY ANM IASCA or STANLEY BLUMBERG. 


- 6r 
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With respect to STANLEY BLTJMBERG-s activities,. Mrs<> SISKIN 
stated she "had nothing to add to what she had previously stated, hut did. 
mention that with respect to BLW4HSBG- 1 s interest on the waterfront she 
recalls' that he cnce took some sandwiches to strikers and she admonished 
against his taking any interest in the seamen and their labor affairs* 

It was noted during the interview that Mrs* SIEKXN states 
she is still on friendly terms with STANLEY BLUMBERG and she frequently 
pleaded poor memory,, 

(2) Re: ESPIONAGE ACTIVITY SUBSEQUENT 
TO LAST CONTACT WITH CHAMBERS 

During, the interview on March 18.. 19^9« FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO 
stated that he did not engage in any espionage activities subsequent to 
his last contact with CHAMBERS, which he "believed, was about early 193$« 

He furthermore stated that no one to his knowledge connected with espionage 
activities endeavored to contact him 0 

On March 23, 1949, RENO reiterated the statements mentioned 

above ♦. 


RENO was asked to explain the possible identity of the third 
party which he had mentioned in his original interview in Denver at the time 
of his admitting espionage activity; the individual on the trail 1 from 
Baltimore to Philadelphia, who was with "BERNIER It is noted that such 
an individual is hot mentioned in the statement which RENO furnished the 
New York office at the time of the Grand Jury hearing. 

At this time FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO stated that he was wrong 
when he even mentioned a third party iri connection with his original trip 
from Baltimore to Philadelphia to meefr ffiQARL,” He want on to explain that 
in thinking about the initial contact of CHAMBERS he now does not believe 
he left from Baltimore, rather that he left from, Washington; that he was to 
meetVBERNIE" on the train in Washington under the arrangement that "EERNiE" 
was t^get on the train thirty seconds before it left* As he recalls, 
"BERNIE" was not on the train f at least he did not see him and they there^ 
fore met at a prearranged moving picture house in Philadelphia, a certain 
number of rows from the back 0 RENO recalls, that he saw BERNIE across the 
street at the time he bought his ticket and that subsequently BERNIE 
entered the theatre and located him near the back of the theatre. He 
recalls' that a JEAN -HARLOW- picture was being shown. 

On March 19^9.» during the intervievr, FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO 
explained at length his mental attitude subsequent to the last meeting with 
CHAMBERS which he believes' was in the early part of 1932* He explained that 
he was very frightened; that he felt "walled—in;" he did not desire to meet 
people and he stayed away from friends because of the fear of throwing 
suspicion on them in the event that his; activities were uncovered. He not 
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only feared the U. So federal Government officials; hut he also had .some fear 
of reprisal. In the latter connection, he mentioned that he recalls CHAMBERS 
having once referred to the "POYNTS Case," which involved the disappearance of 
an employee of the Government* Ke received the impression from CHAMBERS that 
the mentioning of this case was a veiled threat against him hut he admits that 
CHAMBERS did not threaten him in so many words and it was merely his conclusion 
from the way in which. CHAMBERS brought up the "POYNTS" 0ase o RENO termed this 
"individual terror," \<hich he did not think was part of the Communist teachings* 

RENO mentioned that his state of mind was at a low ebb in 
the summer of 1938 and that he spent a vacation in Denver, Cclorado and Leadville, 
Colorado, explaining he had a grl friend in Leadville whom he wanted to marry and 
he made a second trip to Leadville in the summer of 1938, but the girl Had other 
interests* Upon returning to Aberdeen Proving Ground, he again felt walled-in 
and did not make new friends and did not visit Washington. Baltimore or New York 
very much. However, somewhat later, possibly in I94i ; h e began occasionally going 
to New York City to visit, particularly FRANOIsYfRAMLIN and occasionally PALMER 
WEpERHe explained these contacts with FRANCIS ERANKLTN as being sub-rosa in 
\tiew of the fact that he was employed by the Government and he did not want it to 
be publicly known that he was on friendly terms with a known Communist of some 
importance and that FRANKLIN was teaching at. t h e Jefferson School. RENO denied 
that HAMLIN was engaged in any espionage activity and he, RENO, never did tell 
HAMLIN about his previous espionage activity. 

As to why R1NQ was never contacted after the CHAMBERS defection, 
he cannot give any specific reason but states, that h a d he known of CHAMBERS de¬ 
fection in the 1939 period, he would have been even more frightened, but he 
labored under the impression that CHAMBERS had probably gone abroad and it was 
not until this investigation started that he became aware of the fact that 
CHAMBERS was "CARL," to whom he h a & furnishes espionage data. 

(3) Re: FURNISHING OP BOMBSJG^T 
INFORMATION 

--- 1 I 1 ■■ ■ v ---*-- 

On March 18, 1949, FRAMLltf VICTOR RENO explained that hi s 
previous statement to the tffect that he h a d ffinished CHAMBERS with a "schematic 
drawing of the range trail diagram with a bar across the top" is correct* How¬ 
ever, he explained he may h a ve drawn a gear pn the end of the bar across the top, 
but he does not recall putting any more in the drawing which he furnished. CHAMBERS. 
He explained that a gear on the'end of the bar was. his imagination of what should 
be there and feels -th a t he had the old D-2 boftbsighf in : mind, which he explains 
was a fixed angle,, non-synchronizing bombsight. H e knew nothing about a rotating 
mirror until 1942 and explained that the Zeiss bombsight was more similar to the 
Norden bombsight.- 


BENO further explained that he may h a ve orally discussed with 
CHAMBERS the electrical devices controlling the release of the boifib from the bombr- 
bay, because he, RENO,. h a j worked on the. problem of delay between the control 
contact and the actual release of the bomb. He mentioned that he may also have 
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dxsoussed with CHAMBERS time flight and trail which went in to the make-up 
of th© "bo mb sight, He felt at the time that CHAMBERS wasn’t understanding 
v;hat he was talking about and that he was doing some guess work because he 
had no knowledge of how the time flight and trail were, synchronized in the 
lechanism, He may also have mentioned or remarked on the measurement of the 
experimental ranges and the time flight of bombs, 

RENO, in this connection, wanted to state that in mentioning 
what he might Jiajy’p discussed with CHAMBERS in 1937 and 1938 concerning the 
bombsight, he’lnay'beeHn error because of the lapse of time, but feel's certain 
that his knowledge of a complete, efficient bombsight was limited. 


MISCELLANEOUS 




RENO advised that he intends to. visit his younger brother, 
DUANE E» RENO, 3^08 Sjsuth Yorktown Road, who work^ror an oil company in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma,, He expects to. remain there about ten days and dees not desire to be 
contacted by the EBI because this brother 1 s wife is nervous and would become 
upset if she jenew that ERANKLIN was involved in any kind of trouble, ERANKLIN 
RENO suggestS^thafc if it "is- urgent to see him that the EBI communicate wit^him 
through his mother, Mrs, EVELJN RENO. Englewood, Colorado, who in turn wtl-1 get 
in touch with him and he w-ridT then return to Denver for interview. 
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ISADS 


THE BALTIMORE DIVISION 

At Baltimore, Maryland 

Copies of this report are being furnished the Baltimore 
office for its information and in the event the Bureau and office of origin 
desire that the following individuals be interviewed* , 

MARY AM IASCA - address unknown 
Mrs* DONALD KIRKLEY - address unknown 
ANGELO BIZON - address unknown 

Will consider the advisabilitj* of reintervie;ving 
STANLEY BLUMBERG for the purpose of determining the Identity of t^e labor 
organizer for the tomato or strawberry pickers union; the i! seedy^ looking, 
Latin appearing man who contacted STANLEY BLUMBERG av his radio store and 
the British writer who was a friend of MARY ANN IASCA* Reference to the 
above individuals is made in the interview with Mrs* NATHAN SIRKIN* 

THE RICHMOND DIVISION 

At Richmond, Virginia 

Copies of this report are being furnished the Richmond 
office in the event the office of origin add the Bureau would desire that 
IENA BRANCH, a former teacher at the University of Virginia from Richmond, 
be interviewed* 

THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 

Two copies of this report are being furnished the 
Washington Field Division for its information. 
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DEADS 


THE BALTIMORE DIVISION 

At Baltimore, Maryland 

Copies of this report are being furnished the Baltimore 
office for its information and in the event the Bureau and office or origin 
desire that the following individuals be interviewed! 

MARY AM IASCA - address unknown 
Mrs* DOBALD KIRKLEY - address unknown 
AUGELO BIZOU - address unknown 

Will consider the advisability of reinterviewing 
STAHLEI 3LUMBERG for the purpose of determining the identity of the labor 
organizer for the tomato or strawberry pickers union r the “seedy' 1 looking, 
Latin appearing man who contacted STAULEY BLUMBERG at his radio store and 
the British \?riter who was a friend of MARY AM IASCA* Reference to the 
above individuals is made in the interview with Mrs* BATEAU SIREIU* 

THE RICHMOUD DIVISIOU 

At Rich^bnd, Virginia 

Copies of this report are being furnished the Richmond 
office in the event the office of origin and the Bureau would desire that 
IEHA BRAUCE, a former teacher at the University of Virginia from Richmond,, 
be interviewed* 

THE WASHIUGTOU EIEELD DIVISIOU 

Two copies of this report are being furnished the 
Washington Eield Division for its information* 
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FRANKLIN VICTOR RENO states he first "became ac¬ 
quainted with STANLEY BLUMBERG in 1935 or 1936 
in connection with the activities of eithef the 
National Student League or American League Against 
War & Fascism. He also knew BLUMBERG* s ex-wife, 
HENRIETTA, and the latter*s girl friend TASCA 
■ (MARY ANN TASCA). RENO claims acquaintanceship 
with BLU1BERG was social and to some extent political 
in that RENO states BLUMBERG was a "radical 11 and 
engaged in mass movement activities and might have 
"been a Communist, although RENO does not know this 
as a fact. RENO maintains BLUMBERG had no connec¬ 
tion with espionage activity nor did BLUMBERG, to 
HENO's knowledge, know of RENO * s espionage activity. 
RENO denies that following last contact with CHAMBERS 
in 1-932 he was ever in contact with anyone in con¬ 
nection with espionage activity. RENO explains that 
he may have drawn a gear on t*'e end of the "bar on 
the "schematic drawing of range trail diagram with 
bar across the top," which he gave CHAMBERS and he 
may have orally told CHAMBERS about the electrical 
device controlling release of bomb from bomb bay. 

Mrs. HENRIETTA SIRKIN denies ever knowing FRANKLIN 
VICTOR RENO under this name or aliases or anyone 
fitting his description, but she did know MARY ANN 
TASCA, mentioned by RENO. 


_ EDO - 
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tsx DONALD F. PRITGH, Brigardier General 

retired, Virginia Beach, Virginia, advised 
/t - that he recalled that ABRAHAM GEORGE 
SILV ERijAIJ ?/as a highly placed civilian 
employee under his supervision in 1942 and 
part of 1943 at the Air Forces Material 
Command, Washington, D.C. General FRITCH 
claimed that he knew nothing of SILVERMAN 1 s 
activities away from the place of employment 
and also stated that he did not know the 
identity of SILVERMANS associates. He 
stated that there was "some talk" concerning 
SILVERMAN'S affiliations at the time he was 
employed for the Air Force. He stated that . 
SILVERMAN'S loyalty was not questioned, 
although there was an investigation 
ny* conducted to ascertain the affiliation of 
^ one of the employees in SILVERMAN's section, 
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Bureau File No. 74-1333. 

Washington Field letter to the Bureau dated 
April 1 , 1949 . 


DETAILS: 


™- s „ is a joint investigation of Special Agent WALTER L. 
HEYER and the writer. 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: * 


SPECIAt AGENT 

CHARGE 
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168 , DEC 16 1964 PIES OF THIS report 
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2- Washington Field (74-94) 
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The referenced letter from Washington Field to the 
Bureau dated April 1, 1949* stated that efforts were being made to 
ascertain the identity of the associates and activities of 
ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN, who had been mentioned by ELIZABETH 
TERRILL\BMTLY in recent HCUA Hearings as one of the persons who was 
supplying confidential information to unauthorized sources when 
SILVERMAN was employed by the War Department from 1943 to 1945. 

DONALD F. FRITCH, Brigardier General retired,, was 
interviewed by Special Agent WALTER L. HEYER and the writer at his 
place of residence 209 - 36th Street, Virginia Beach, Virginia, at 
which time he stated that he had served in the capacity as Assistant 
Chief of Staff in the Army Air Forces Material Command under General 
BENNETT MYERS, during 1942 and part of 1943. 

According to General FRITCH, AERAHaM GEORGE SILVERMAN 
was a highly placed civilian employee under his supervision. Gener a] 
FRITCH recalled that he had the responsibility of rating SILVERMAN ' s 
services during this period and undoubtedly that was the reason that 
he had signed SILVERMAN'S efficiency rating. General FRITCH also 
recalled that General MYERS had been desirous of obtaining the 
services of a competent statistician for certain analytical work 
in connection with aircraft production, that is predicting and 
analyzing daily production. General FRITCH said that through the 
efforts of General MYERS the services of SILVER!;IAN had been obtained. 
He said that SILVERMAN at that time had gathered around him people 
that he, SILVERMAN, had personally recommended and desired to be in 
his section to aid in this type of work. 

According to General FRITCH, SILVERMAN had been 
employed either at the Railroad Retirement Board of with the Labor 
Department prior to transferring to the War Department. 

General FRITCH was certain- that SILVER!.All had .been • 
instrumental in securing the servies of the other employees in his 
section. At that time General FRITCH recalled that there had been 
some question as to the reliability of some of the employees in this 
section.. He stated that there was "some talk" about the possibility of 
affiliations of both SILVER5.03 and other employees in organizations 
of questionable background. 

During the interview General FRITCH stated that 
SILVERMAN had been regarded by many as a liberal and vws. oxteh referred 
to as a Socialist. General FRITCH stated that he knew nothing of 
SILVERMAN' s activities out of the office, nor did he know the identity 
of SILVERMAN's associates. General FRITCH advised that he had never 
been associated with SILVERn-AN socially and recalled that on one 
occasion he had been invited by SILVERMAN to attend a social function 
at his home but had declined the invitation. 
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He furnished this information concerning one of the 
persons who SILVERMAN had gathered around him to make up the section) 
he recalled that one of the female employees , believed to be 
SILVERj£AM' s secretary, a Jewish girl in her twenties had been the 
subject of an investigation by either the F.B.I. or Army Intelligence. 

This investigation was instigated by the department Brigardier 
General FRITCH headed because there was some question at that time 
of^the affiliations of this employee. General FRITCH stated that 
efforts were made to ascertain this employee's associates and 
the organizations with which she was affiliated. He stated that 
nothing came of the investigation and apparently she was cleared. 

General FRITCH said that the data compiled by 
SILVERI-.L'iN 1 s section as well as the data that came in possession of 
those in SILVERMAN's section was classified as being restricted and 
confidential. General FRITCH said that as head of a section 
SILVERMAN had access to all documents, data and factual information 
which was s entrusted to this section. He could not recall any 
security measure employed by )iis command to prevent any highly 
placed civilian employee from removing restricted and confidential 
documents from the files or the section. General FRITCH said that 
SILVERMAN was considered a trusted and loyal person and that as 
such could remove any of these documents from the files or even take 
them from the building. Because of SILVERMAN's position General 
FRITCH stated that he was nof! made accountable for any of this 
classified material which wap at his disposal. 

It is pointed out here that General FRITCH supplied 
information to the effect that there was a similar section performing 
almost identical functions as SILVERMAN's section which was headed by 
an officer believed to be a colonel in rank. General FRITCH was 
unable to furnish the name qf this officer. It was the opinion of 
General FRITCH that this unidentified officer was more closely associated 
with SILVERMAN than either he or General MYERS. He also stated.that there 
was some friction between tjie sections headed by the unidentified 
colonel and SILVERMAN and that General MYERS, seemed to be the 
stabilizing force between the two individuals. 


General FRIfCH stated that he was re-assigned to 
duty in Italy in about August 1943 and was replaced by Colonel JOHN 
SESSUMS. General FRITCH ptated that Colonel SESSUMS acted in the 
capacity as Assistant Chief of Staff to General MYERS until about 
1945j at which time he was assigned to the European theater of war. 

General FRITCH said that possibly Colonel SESSUMS 
could furnish information in connection with this investigation as 
well as furnish the name and adoress of the unidentified Army officer 
who headed the section similar to SILVER]till's section. 
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General FRITCH concluded by saying that he did not 
know either A I&jfeHJ BS or WHITTMCER^CHAMBEKS and has not known 
SILVERMAN to have been associated with "either. General FRITCH also 
stated that if he had ever suspected or knew of SILVERMAN supplying 
confidential information to unauthorized persons that he would have 
taken appropriate action to have him investigated. 

General FRITCH was emphatic in stating that 
SILVERMAN 1 s loyalty was not questioned at that time. 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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LEADS 


THE WASHINGTON FT FID DIVISIO N 
AT WASHINGTON. D. C. 


'•'/ill ascertain from the Department of the Air Force 
the present whereabouts of Colonel JOHN SES3UMS and set out 
appropriate leads to have Colonel SE3SUMS interviewed concerning 
the facts of this investigation. 


- REFERRED UPON COPPLiriON TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
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iJUNALU K FRITCH,. Brigardier General 
retired, Virginia Beach, Virginia, advised 
that he recalled that ABRAHAM GEORGE 
SILVER! IAN was a highly placed civilian 
employee under his supervision in 1942 and • 
part of 1943 at the Air Forces Material 
Command, Washington, D.C. General FRITCH 
claimed that he knew nothing of SILVERMAN's 
activities away from the place of employment 
and also stated that he did not know the 
identity of SILVERMAN's associates. He 
stated that there v/as "some talk" concerning 
SILVERMAN's affiliations at the time he v/as 
employed for the Air Force, He stated that 
SILVERMAN' s loyalty was not questioned, 
although there was an investigation 
conducted to ascertain the affiliation of 
one of the employees in SILVERJIAN's section. 
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Colonel SIDNEY F.' GIFFIN; LEO PAS VOLSKY; 

RICHARD Wo FLOURNOY; HOWARD C 0 JOHNSON; 

RELLA R, SCHWARTZ, nee RESNICK; Brigadier 
General TELFORD TAYLOR, interviewed. No 
information of Communist activities on part 
of ALGEFTHISS developed. Neighborhood in- 
vestigation. equally negative. Investigation 
to locate pertinent Woodstock typewriter set 
out. ■ File review of HISS 3 financial trans¬ 
act ionsNset out. Information re WILLIAM 
EDWARTTCRANE obtained' from MRS* PEYf^SpHR 
saTouT. PAUL C.WNKLS, GEORGE H.^SBUTLER, 
associates' of LAURENCE^iHGGAll interviewed. p 
Information from INS re ERWIN S.\gELSEY, aka r 
ERff.IN\^LSKY, set out. PAUL REPORTER, former jj 
husband of ELEANO^NELSONy' interviewed. In- 11 
quiry re DAVBMlMMlM^ith aliases. WEBSTER 
CLAAFOWELlTkriew hArOMVmARE, ALGER HISS, 


ELEANOR NELSON, ROBERT>C0E| denies knowledge 
of Communist affiliations. 




Bureau File No. 7U-1333 
Bureau letter dated January 3, 19i9 
Bureau letter dated December 13, 19i8 
g^pgBi&'of Special Agent. JOSEPH M. KELLY, dated 
February 8, 19i9, at Vfaohington.. D. - G -. 
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■ DETAILS j AT WASHINGTON, D* C 0 

■ALGER HISS 

Interviews with Friends,. Associates, 

Neighbors, and Acquaintances ^ ^ 

New York teletype of January 28, 1949, requested this office to 
• interview LEO PASVOLSKY, of the bookings Institute, and Colonel SIDNEY F* 
.GIFFIN, U* So Air Force 0 

Colonel SIDNEY F 0 ’ GIFFIN, Chief, World Survey Branch, Air Forces 
Operations, Room 40=1082, Pentagon',, advised Special Agent JACK S* TURTON on 
March 31, 19k9> that he has known ALGER HISS since January 1946* GIFFIN had 
been a member of a joint committee composed of Army and Navy officers and 
State Department representatives, the purpose of which was the study and the 
development of security measures for the United States and an analysis of 
world affairs reflecting on United States security c 

GIFFIN attended a number of committee meetings at which HISS was 
present in his capacity of Chief of the Special Political Affairs Division 
of the Department of State*. In addition, GIFFIN spent two weeks in August 
1947, at a seminar conducted by the Brookings Institute at Dartmouth College,, 
He has also had contacts with HISS since the latter assumed the presidency of • 
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace* He considered HISS to be a 
friend, even though he has known him only professionally and has never visited 
HISS 1 home, nor has HISS visited the GIFFIN home* GIFFIN stated that he had 
been.in London at the.time the HISS—CHAMBERS case broke in the newspapers in 
the Fall.of 1948» Upon reading, of the hearings and of HISS* subsequent in¬ 
volvement, GIFFIN had written HISS a letter„ In this letter, he told HISS 
of his regret that as a result of the "mud slinging" some of the dirt had 
splattered on HISS 5 coat„ He received a short acknowledgment from HISS, but 
was unable to locate that piece of correspondence* GIFFIN stated that he 
was unable to justify in his own mind the allegation made against HISS* He 
realized that his contact occurred a number of years after HISS* alleged 
activities, but in his opinion, there was no activity on H IS S * part that 
would lead GIFFIN to believe in the accusations against HISS*. GIFFIN had 
had numerous differences of opinions in conversations with HISS, but none 
of the ideas propounded by HISS led GIFFIN to believe that HISS displayed 
pro-Soviet tendencies in any way* 

With further reference to the meeting of the Brookings Ins titute 
at Dartmouth College, GIFFIN stated that he .had become quite friendly with 
HISS, and that they had worked closely on a number of projects at that 
meeting* GIFFIN described the purpose of the seminar as makin g available 
the combined state-military views toward the security measures of the United 
States* GIFFIN did not attend the Brookings seminar held at Stanford 
University in June and July 1947, but was aware of the fact that HISS had 
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attended this conference, He made available a letter written to him by 
HISS at the time that HISS returned an original document to GIFFINo GIF- 
FIN stated that this document was a paper on American security which he had 
written and had sent to HISS in order to obtain HISS* ideas on the paper* 

This letter has been submitted to the Federal Bureau, of Investigation Labora¬ 
tory for appropriate typewriter examination, 

LEO PASVOLSKY, Brookings Institute, Washington, D, C,, advised 
Special Agent JACK So TURTON, on February 8, 19ii9, that he has been employed 
by the Institute since 1922, and was on ‘leave of absence from Brookings 
Institute during the period he was employed by the State Department® PAS- 
VOLSKY stated that ALGER HISS entered the State Department to work for 
FRANCIS Bo SAYRE, inasmuch as SAYRE desired an attorney as an assistant in 
the Trade Agreements Division of the State Department* PASVOLSKY advised 
that when SAYRE left the State Department to go to the Philippine Islands, 
HISS transferred to work for STANLEY HORNBECKo As far as he could remember, 
HISS stayed with HORNBECK until approximately 19l+ij-o 

PASVOLSKY stated that HISS was appointed to the Staff that at¬ 
tended the Yalta Conference by the Secretary of State, He was further ap¬ 
pointed as Secretary General at the San Francisco Conference by Secretary of 
State STETTINIUS, and this, appointment had the approval of the late President 
ROOSEVELT, 


PASVOLSKY stated he is not aware of any person or persons who may 
have been behind HISS in HISS 3 government employment, and knows of no one 
who was sponsoring him 0 He did not know HISS at all well socially^ his 
family had never exchanged visits with the HISS family, and he knows of 
none of HISS 3 friends 0 

PASVOLSKY has never been closely associated with the Carnegie 
Endowment and did not discuss HISS 3 appointment to the position as President 
with JOHN FOSTER DULLES 0 PASVOLSKY advised HISS 3 appointment to the Carnegie 
Institute position was considered a very good one ty a number of people, inas¬ 
much as HISS had turned out to be an excellent administrator, PASVOLSKY 
stated no one had ever given much thought to HISS 3 ability along this line, 
but that he had turned out to be an excellent administrator at the. Du mb arton 
Oaks Conference, 

He was -unable to locate any typewritten correspondence from ALGER 
HISS, He has been advised by JOSEPH VALLENTINfi that HISS had had no corres¬ 
pondence with the business office of the Brookings Institute, Washington, 


Bureau letter dated March 18, 1 9h9 3 instructed this office to 
interview RICHARD B 0 FLOURHEY, On March 23, 1 9k9 s RICHARD W. FLOURNOY, 

111 West Leland Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland, was interviewed at his home 
by Special Agent JOHN B 0 VAN ETTEN, MR 0 FLOURNOY, who is presently retired 
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after serving as a Legal Advisor with the State Department for a consider" 
able number of years, furnished the following informations 

He first became acquainted with ALGER HISS in approximately 191*0,, 
at which time, FLOURNOY,, in his capacity as Legal Advisor, was working on 
various trade agreements and had some business contact with ALGER HISSo 
FLOURNOY was never other than casually acquainted with ALGER HISS and, to 
his knowledge, they had never met socially in the same social circleo He 
has, to Me knowledge, never received any correspondence from ALGER HISS 
either in typewriting or in longhand and he knows nobody who might be of 
aid in this regard 0 

Although the Oity Directory raffleots that FLOURNOY resided only 
one block from ALGER HISS on P Street, Northwest, FLOURNOY was unaware of 
this fact and stated that his entire contact with ALGER HISS had been limited 
to matters of business at tm's State Department^ He was unable to identify 
the photograph of YIHI'FI lATOrC HMBBRS^ although he thought the photograph used 
by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS as DATimREEN, to obtain a passport in 1935 , was 
familiar„ He could not identify*this photograph with any particular indi¬ 
vidual 0 

In. clew of the fact the referenced. Bureau letter requests that a 
RICHARD Bo FLOUR NEY be filter viewed, it was considered advisable to determine 
whether the above FLOURNOY was identical with the person referred to in the 
Bureau 5 3 letter 0 FLOURNOY advised that he "was well acquainted with ALBERT 
LEVITT, who had formerly been with the Department of Justice, and it is 
presumed that RICHARD B 0 FLOURNBI and RICHARD W„ FLOURNOY are actually one 
and the same person,. 

By' teletype dated March 22, 19i*9, New York Office requested that 
HOWARD Go JOHNSON, Chief of the Division for United Nations Security Affairs, 
U 0 So Department of State, be Interviewed 0 On March 28, 19h9 s JOHNSON was 
interviewed at hia office. Room 609« 211*5 C Street, Northwest, Annex No„ 5, 

Uo So Department of State', by Special Agent DONALD* D 0 CONNORS„ 

JOHNSON advised he resides at 1*731 Fulton Street, Northwest, and 
that he was first employed by the State Department in October, X9k$ o He 
stated it was some time after that when, he’first met HISS„ JOHNSON advised 
that although he was a member of the Secretariat at the San Francisco United 
Nations Conference,, he did not know HISS until, after the conferences He 
pointed out that he knew HISS only for a very short time and that he did 
not know him socially n He said that his acquaintance with HISS on all counts 
was extremely slight 0 JOHNSON did not recognize pictures of CHAMBERS, ad¬ 
vised that he had never met CHAMBERS, and that he had no correspondence from 
HISS, He advised that in view of his slight ’acquaintance with HISS, he had 
no reason or occasion to doubt HISS 3 loyalty 0 
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New York teletype dated February 2U, 1 9b9? requested th'is office 
to interview MRS. RELLA R. SCHWARTZ, a former employee of the Agriculture 
Adjustment Administration. 

MRS. RELLA R. SCHWARTZ* nee L. RELLA RESNICK,, was interviewed at 
her office, Room 800, Hibbs Building on March 16, 1 9k9<, by Special Agent 
FRANCIS R« McGINTY. MRS. SCHWARTZ advised she was appointed a Junior At¬ 
torney in 1935, and was employed at the litigation Section, Agriculture 
Adjustment Administration. Her..work in the capacity of a Junior Attorney 
consisted mostly of briefing cases, and doing considerable research work 
in the library. As a result, she did not come in contact with the more 
prominent attorneys in the Agriculture Adjustment Administration. While 
working at the AM, she was studying hard for the bar examinations and as 
a result, had little time for social activities vhich to uld have brought 
her in-contact, with other attora-feys in the AAA.- She did, however,, have 
an initial interview with LE0]^RESSMAN, who was one of the most prominent 
attorneys, but does not recall meeting or seeing ALGER HISS. The nature, 
of her work did not bring her in contact with the head attorneys at the AAA 
and as a result,- she was never acquainted with ALGER HISS, nor would she 
know him or his acquaintances. MS. SCHWARTZ advised she had no reason 
to receive any correspondence from ALGER HISS, nor was she acquainted 
socially with him. 

MRS. SCHWARTZ stated she was not aware of the fact that ALGER HISS 
had been employed by the AAA during the period she was employed with them 
until she read the recent news releases concerning MR. HISS’ activities in 
government employment. To the best of her knowledge, MRS. SCHWARTZ recalls 
she left the AAA. the latter part of 1935 .0 and bas forgotten most of the 
people who were employed there in 193h *■’ 1935, and as a result, could not 
recall ary specific names. 

Referenced New York report requested this office to interview 
General TELFORD TAYLOR, who had been associated-with ALGER HISS in the 
Agriculture Adjustment Administration. 

Brigadier General TELFORD TAYLOR, Head of the War Crimes Section, 

Uo So Army, was interviewed in his office in the Pentagon Building by Special 
Agent THOMAS J„ BARRY on March 2, 195-9, and advised as follows: 

TAYLOR first met HISS in 1935-, when TAILOR had gone to work for 
the AAA in the Agriculture Department. He was somewhat younger than HISS 
and never considered himself to be a very close friend. After the “purge" 
in the Agriculture 'Department, in which JEROMeVrANK, T.ER PRESSMAN, .and 
others, had lost.their jobs, while ALGER HISS was not one of thosepurged, 

HISS made a statement to the effect that he was in favor of those people 
who had been purged and it was shortly thereafter that HISS resigned, TAILOR 
took over part of HISS? duties and, therefore, worked closely with HISS for 
a few weeks in order to become acquainted with his duties. After HISS resigned. 
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TAILOR only saw him a few times on the occasion of cocktail parties and 
the like. TAILOR entered the Justice Department -in about September 1939* 
and in 191*3, entered the U. S 0 Army and.went overseas,, From that time, 
until May 191*8, he had not seen or heard of ALGER HISS. 'When he 'returned 
from overseas, in May 191*8, he contacted HISS in connection with his work 
with the War Crimes Trial, since he wanted HISS to publish some informa¬ 
tion concerning the trial, the arrangements for which were to be made by 
the Carnegie Endowment Fund for Peace, with which HISS was by then con¬ 
nected. 


About October 191*8, after the charges against HISS had appeared 
in the newspapers, but before the "pumpkin papers” had been exposed, HISS 
got in touch with TAILOR. According to TAILOR, the reason for this was 
that HISS told him he wanted to go over some of the things that had. happened 
during the period of their joint employment in the Agriculture Department 
in order to refresh HISS' memory. TAILOR was shown pictures of "WHITTAKER 
CHAMBERS and failed to identify him 0 He stated he had never seen or heard 
of CHAMBERS. During TAILOR'S employment at the Agriculture Department, he 
believes that he may have been in the HISS home about six times, and that 
HISS and his wife came to the TAILOR home about the same number of times. 

He did not recall seeing a typewriter In the HISS home. He commented that 
when the matter broke in the newspapers, it was a complete shock to him, 
as he had never had any indication that HISS was a Communist,, or in any way 
involved in a conspiracy to obtain Government secrets. At the present time, 
his feelings are- akin to those of DEAN AGHESON and-he is waiting until the 
court action to see whether HISS is proven guilty or not before coming to 
any conclusion with regard to HISS' guilt. 

By letter dated March 1*, 19l*9, the Bureau suggested that former 
neighbors of ALGER HISS be interviewed. 

MRS. ERNEST I. LEWIS, 3099 Q Street, Northwest, advised Special 
Agent WILLIAM H„ ATKINSON on March 9, 19l*9, that she met PRISCILlAhHISS 
sometime around 19l*l. She could not fix the exact time, But stated tnat 
PRISCILLA's child, TONY, was still kept in his play pen. She advised that 
she was never an intimate friend of PRISCILLA HISS, but that she was a social 
acquaintance until PRISCILLA HISS left Washington, D. C., in 191*7. She visited 
the HiSS home on Volta Place on one occasion and visited their home in the 
3200 . block of P Street on two or three occasions. She could not furnish the 
names of baby sitters, maids, or other employees of the HISS household. She 
could not recall any typewriter in the home and advised that she has had’ no 
correspondence with PRISCILLA HISS, except a letter to PRISCILLA sympathizing 
with her after ALGER HISS was charged before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. PRISC ILL A answered her letter, but MRS. LEWIS advised that that 
letter has since been destroyed. 

MRS. LEWIS advised that she attended several hearings of the House 
Committee on Unr-American Activities and that she was present when HISS and 
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CHAMBERS first confronted each other 0 She could not recall ever having, 
seen WHITTAKER CHAMBERS prior to that time 0 She also examined the photo¬ 
graphs of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS which were taken in’the middle thirties and 
advised that she could not identify that individual. 

She could not recall any acquaintances of PRISCILLA. HISS who were 
known by the name of CARLM3ARLS0N, GEpRGE^CROSLETj or WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, 

She emphasized that PRISCILLA was much younger than she, and that her only 
contact with her was at teas, parties, and other social affairs in Washing- — 
"kotto She believes that she met ALGER on one occasion. She knew of nothing 
which would indicate that the HISS’ were engaged in subversive activities, 

MRS, HUGHES CALL, 1675 35th Street, Northwest, advised that she • 
was active as one of the Co—Directors of the Foxhall- Nursery School, which 
was conducted in the Parish Hall at Foxhall and Reservoir Road, Northwest, 
from 191*5 through I9ltf, During that time, PRISCILLA HISS enrolled her child, 
TONY.HISS, in the nursery school. Through this relationship, MRS. CALL be¬ 
came acquainted with PRISCILLA HISS, She also indicated that she met PRISC ILLA 
HISS at teas given by her mother, MRS, ERNEST I, LEWIS, and at social affairs, 
given by other-residents in Georgetown, MS. CALL advised that she is much 
younger than PRISCILLA HISS and that .she never became a good friend. She 
believes that she was in the HISS home on one or two occasions, but could 
furnish no information concerning a typewriter, household employees, or baby 
sitters. She has never corresponded with either ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS. 

MRS,- BENNETT PHELPS STILES, lj.03 South Washington Street, Alexandria, ; 
Virginia, advised that she was a sister of MRS, FERDINAND AUGUSTUS SILCOX, 

She stated that MR. SILCOX was called to Washington, D. C 0 ,‘ in 1936, to be¬ 
come Chief Forester of the United States, At that time, he rented, a house 
in Georgetown and resided in this home from three to nine months. He soon 
obtained permanent quarters and moved to Alexandria, Virginia, She could 
furnish no information regarding the address of the house which was leased 
in Georgetown, nor could she furnish the name of the person who owned that 
house o She advised that her brother-in-law died in 1939, and that her sister 
died in Alexandria,. Virginia, in November of 19l|8 0 She advised that they 
had no- children. 

Colonel and MRS, FREDERICK W, BOYE, R5'll Cathedral Avenue, North¬ 
west, advised Special Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on March 9, 19h9, that from 
March 1938, through September 1939, they rented a home at 15R5 35th Street, 
from Admiral SHARP, They advised that they were not acquainted with the . 
people who resided at 3^15 Volta Place; however, they frequently looked- over 
the high board fence which separated their back yards and admired the roses 
in the yard at that address 0 They knew none of the employees at that address 
and did not recognize the name of ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS, WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, 
GEORGE CROSLEY, or CARL CARLSON. They also examined photographs of WHITTAKER 
CHAMBERS and ALGER HISS, but were unable to identify either of these men. 
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MRS. ELINOR T. DONALDSON, 2231; Decatur Place, Northwest, advised 
Special Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on March 10, 19R9, that she met KATHERINE 
HISS around 1939 or i9i;0, as they were both serving in the American Women’s 
• Volunteer Service in Washington, D. C. She also met KATHERINE "(HISS at 
various social functions in Washington, D. C. She recalls that!. KATHERINE 
and DONALDrellSS jwere very .close friends of an old friend of hers,' MRS, L, 
CORRBjxSTRONG. She advised" that she has probably met ALGER and .PRISCILLA 
RiSS, /outshe cannot recall it at' this time,, She has never corresponded 
v/ith ALGER pr PRISCILLA HISS and has never visited their home. She ex¬ 
amined the photographs of ALGER HISS and WITT AKER CHAMBERS, but wasTunable 
to identify either of these individuals. 

By teletype dated March 11, 19h9 s the New York Office requested that 
GARDNER JACKSON be re-interviewed in connection with the Twentieth Anniversary 
Petition of the SACCO and VANZETTI case. On March 17, 19h9, JACKSON was 
. interviewed at his office, the Cooperative League of the United States of 
America, 726 Jackson,Place, Northwest, by Special Agent DONALD D. CONNORS. 
JACKSON recalled that he had sent a copy of the afore-mentioned petition to 
ALGER HISS in 19h7? when this petition was published. HISS returned the 
petition with a letter in which HISS indicated that he felt he could not 
sign the petition because his position as President of the Carnegie Peace 
Foundation precluded his taking so positive a stand in any highly contro¬ 
versial matter. JACKSON advised that although he is- unable to find HISS’ 
letter, and has not read it for a year or so, there is nothing in this letter 
to indicate that HISS was sympathetic to the Communist Party or to Soviet 
Russia. He recalled that a number of individuals did refuse to sign this 
petition on the grounds that it was "Red baiting" and added to the "anti- 
Soviet-hysteria" sweeping the country. 

MR, THOMAS B. NOLAN, Assistant Chief Geologist, U. S. Geological 
Survey, Department of Interior, was interviewed on March 17, 19b9, by Special 
Agent EIWARD F, HUMMER at his office in the Old Interior Building, concern¬ 
ing his knowledge as to whether ALGER HISS visited Longview, Accokeek, 
Maryland, on or about July A, 1937. 

MR. NOLAN stated that prior to 1937, he was frequently a week-end 
guest at the estate of MR. and MRS. HENRY G. FERGUSON at Accokeek, Maryland, 
but after 1937, the year his son was born, his visits there were more or less 
infrequent. Inasmuch as.he was the guest of the FERGUSONS, he did not know 
the identity of the persons who visited SALLY.i^INGE and LENORE THOMAS at 
Longview, the adjoining property which was owned by the FERGUSONS and rented 
to the two girls. • NOLAN stated that it was customary for the THOMAS and 
RINGE guests to come over to the FERGUSON property and use the volley ball 
court. • 

NOLAN stated that he never met ALGER HISS and only knows him 
through the publicity of this case and, therefore, he cannot say whether 
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•HISS was a visitor at Longview, He was shown a picture of ALGER HISS 
taken In 1934> 'and stated that he had no recollection of HISS ever being 
there., FERGUSON characterized the two .girls, LENORE THOMAS and SALLY 
RINGE, as-well as most of their guests, as being "ultra liberal's or new 
dealers." - Eiy this, he meant that they invariably, in their discussions, 

. advocated the extreme left wing views at the time, - but he had no dis¬ 
cussions with the two girls or the. guests indicating their membership in 
the Communist Party. NOLAN stated that he' recalls, a red-headed man there, 
but. he did hot know-his name. In recent conversations with the FERGUSONS, 
the latter have identified him' to NOLAN as being CHARLES\KRAMER. 

Investigation to Locate . 

Woodstock Typewriter ' 

. The report of Special Agent .DANIEL'F. X, CALLAHAN in this matter, 
dated February 1?,' 1 9h9 s at Baltimore, Maryland, requested this office to 
recontact the Arlington Typewriter Company in an effort to locate SYLVIA 
STEVENS., 

MRS. SYLVIA STEPHENS, Lakeland, Maryland, advised Special Agent 
WILLIAM H. ATKINSON that in January or February of 1942, she purchased a 
typewriter from the MacDONALD's Typewriter Company, 818 Fourteenth Street, 
Northwest, It is to be noted that this typewriter .company is associated 
with the Arlington Typewriter Company and the District Typewriter Company, and 
all the records of these companies are maintained by the District Typewriter 
Company at 8l8 Fourteenth Street, Northwest,. 

Typewriter specimens obtained by Agent ATKINSON on March 9, 1949 
from ^Woodstock typewriter No c 162202$ which is presently -owned by MRS*' 
SThPIimNS, were, forwarded .to the Federal Bureau- of Investigation Laboratory 
on March 10, 1 949 . The Federal. Bureau of Investigation Laboratory advised 
m letter dated March 11, 1949, that Woodstock typewriter No, 162202 was 
not the-machine that was used-to type, the documents turned over by CHAMBERS. 

■ By letter dated March 16, 1949, the Bureau. requested' the re- 
interview of HARRY C. FELDST.ONE, 1531 Wisconsin Avenue, Northwest. 

FEDLSTONE was reinterviewed on Mar.ch 22, .1949, at hKeg$@6fe7d£)9 
business by Special Agents JOHN E. HOWARD and CHARLES. W. PEASINGER. He ad-’ ' 
vised that since his previous interview by Agents on February 4, 1949, he 
had located his book of sales and purchases covering dates up to 1935* 

The only record, book not located was for the-period 1935 through 1943. FELD- 
STONE advised that when he moved from l5l6 Wisconsin Avenue, Northwest, about 
•7 e f r a S°? he had destroyed a lot of old papers and misplaced a lot of others 
and he believes that instant book has been thrown away. 

Previous statements made by FELDSTONE were gone over with him care¬ 
fully but no additional data pertaining to instant typewriter was obtained. 
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He continues to state that, he can recall no purchases of Woodstock typs- 
■writersvnor can he recall any dealings with ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS or 
TIMOTHY>HOBSON. • 

FELDSTONE was advised concerning his notarization of HOBSON T s 
naval papers' and asked for his comment 0 He stated he could hot recall 
. this notarization# He stated, that he notarized many such navy papers 
during the war, but that he could not recall PRISCILLA or TIMOTHY. PELD¬ 
STONE stated that-when someone asks him for a notarization that he requests 
that person to identify himself by some official or semi-official document, 
e.io-, draft card, -driver’s license, et.c. He cannot recall PRISCILLA HISS 
or what identification she may have used 0 

With PELDSTONE’s permission. Agents examined his filing cabinet, 
and desk, as well as old.files he maintained in the basement, 1 but no perti¬ 
nent records-were located. PELDSTONE, subsequently, advised that he rented 
an old garage in the rear of 1516 Wisconsin Avenue, Northwest, as a storage 
place and that possibly some old records might be there. FELDSTONE ac¬ 
companied Agents to this garage and a search thereof located, a quantity of 
check stubs and two old typewriters which were not Woodstocks. F EL DSTONE 
advised that whenever he made a purchase that he paid for it by check. His 
check stubs were examined for the period 1937 through 191*3, but no record 
of a typewriter purchase or any payment of interest was noted. 

PELDSTONE advised that he would continue to make - efforts to recall 
. any information of interest to instant investigation and that though he could 
not think of anywhere else that .instant purchase book might be located, he 
would continue - to make efforts to locate it and would contact interviewing 
Agents .in that evento • FELDSTONE appeared to be entirely cooperative and 
concerned with emphasizing his desire to cooperate in any-way possible. 

He stated that he could not positively affirm that he had not purchased 
• instant typewriter, but, that if he had, he -had no -recollection thereof. 

File Review^ HISS’ Financial 

Transactions ■ .■ 


Reference is made to Bureau letter to the Washington Field dated 
March 1*, 191*9, which requested the Washington Field Office to determine- if.' 
#1*00 was redeposited in their bank account by either of' the HISS’ immediately 
subsequent to November 19, 1937, thus substantiating the allegation, of • 
CHAMBERS that the money was repaid to the HISS’ by Colonel BYKOV. This 
•letter also requested this office to check the case file for any infor¬ 
mation as to why the HISS’ would withdraw $1*00 from their savings account 
on November 19, 1937.. ' - • 

The report of Special Agent (A) J 0 BERNARD COOK, dated March ll*, 
19l*9, at Washington, D„ C., reported that PRISCILLA HISS withdrew $1*00 from 
the HISS joint savings account No. 10931, at the Farmers and Mechanics 
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Branch, Riggs 'National Bank,.Washington, D. C., on November 19, 1937* This 
report contains a. detailed analysis showing withdrawals, deposits, descrip¬ 
tion of deposits when available, and balance of ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS 1 
savings account from November h s 1936, through October 1, 191+8, This 
report also contains an analysis showing deposits, description of deposits 
when available, and balance for the HISS checking account.at the same bank 
from June 6, 193k) through February 1+, 191+9o 

Examination of the analysis of the HISS’ savings account reflects 
that after the. withdrawal of the, above-mentioned $1+00 on November 19^1937, 
the balance remained under $100 until May 8, 1939, when $200 was deposited 
into the, account. This brought the balance in the account up to$202,29a 
’The deposit of $200 was unidentified in the analysis. 

An analysis of the HISS’ checking account for the year 1937, failed 
to list any material deposit that does not regularly appear month after month 
except for a deposit made on May 19, 1937, in the amount of $657,1+2, The 
•analysis reflects that the deposit slip for this deposit bore the notation • 
’’Heinold," On. December 8, 1937, a $300 deposit was made, the analysis re¬ 
flecting that the source is unidentified,. After December 8, 1937, the 
following deposits that have not appeared regularly each month were noted: 

(1) On February 5, 1938, a check for $116 that was 
drawn on the Munsey Trust Company, Washington, 

... • D. Cl, was- deposited, 

(2) On June 18, 1938, a deposit of $1+00 was made,' The 
checking account analysis reflects the source was 
•unidentified, 

■(3) . 'On' November 28,' 1938, a deposit of $1+00 was made. 

The checking account analysis reflects that the 
source was-' unidentified. 

Offices covering the' location of payments that were listed on 
deposit slips have been requested to attempt to determine the source of 
deposits to the HISS’.accounts by contacting payments on •which deposit 
■ checks were drawn, _ • ' 

Family Illness and Hospitalization 

The review of the' file revealed that TIMOTHY HOBSON, a stepson of 
ALGER HISS, was injured at 27th and P Streets, Northwest, by a car driven 
.by GEORGE E, KILLEEN 3117 N Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C., on Febru¬ 
ary 19, 1937,. .TIMOTHY HOBSON was admitted to Georgetown University Hospital ' 
for treatment of a broken leg on February. 19,. 1937, and he was released from 
the hospital on February 27, 1937. He was treated by DR, PAUL O’CONNELL and 
DR. MARGARET NICHOLSON. . 
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Doctors and dentists who have treated the HISS family and repre¬ 
sentatives of .hospitals where-' members of the- family have been patients, have 
been contacted‘-by Agents of this office, but' no data appears in the file, 
that would indicate details regarding' the financial relationship between 
them. Thus, there is no indication that unusual medical expenses arose 
around November 1937 } however, interview with friends and associates did 
not reveal any known illness or operation during this period. 

Purchase of Automobile 

The files of the Credit Bureau, 12.21 G Street,- Northwest, reflect 
that ALGER HISS, -2905 P Street, Northwest, on October 7, 1935, purchased, from 
the Smoot Motor Company, a Plymouth, Motor No, PJ.295368,'for $723.85. HISS 
made a cash down payment and the balance of' $621,35 was to'be paid in two 
monthly installments of #200 and' one installment of $221,35, 

Furniture 


MARTHA POPE advised that she was employed by the HISS’ as a maid 
from 1930 to 1935, at 3411 0 Street, Northwest j 2831 28th Street, Northwest, 
and for about a month after they moved to 2905 P Street, Northwest, around 
' May 1, 1935, (The HISS’ lived at 2905 ;P Street, Northwest, from May 1, 1935, 
to June 15, 1936), She.stated that HISS rented-the P Street house furnished, 
that she does -not recall any furniture being removed from the apartment on 
28th Street to P Street, and that the'HISS’ carried their personal belongings 
to P Street in their automobile, 

CLAUDIE CATLETT, amaid employed by the HISS’ about six months before 
the HISS’ moved,to the house on 30th Street, (HISS moved from 2905 P Street to 
lZh$ 30th Street, on June'15, 1936).until the Summer of 1938, advised that 
most of the furniture in the house at 2905 P Street, Northwest, was not the 
property of.-the HISS’ and was left in the house when they moved to 121(5 30th 
Street, Northwest. They did move several chairs, a secretary, a s mal l table, 

: their books and typewriter and their personal belongings by moving Van. • She 
stated-that when the HISS’ moved from 30th Street to 34l5 Volta Place, North¬ 
west, around January of 1938, their furniture and household effects were 
moved by van. In fact, .she. indicated in her signed statement that they 
moved everything from the 30th Street house to Volta Place,, with the'ex¬ 
ception of a kitchen stove and other such fixtures. She reported-that a 
red rug with a fringe was stored by the HISS’ in a closet at 1245 30th Street, 
Northwest, but that after they moved to Volta Place, it was placed on the 
floor of TIM HOBSON’s r.oom 0 

Real Estate and House 

The files of the Real Estate Tax 'Division reflect that on Septem¬ 
ber 28, 1943, ALGER HISS purchased the residence at 3210 P Street, Hgrth- 
.west, from PRENTISS B. GILBERT and that he sold the residence oh October 25, 

' 1-947, to BENTRAM and ROTH SORELS BENDICT. All other residences in Washington, 
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D.' C e , were rented by ALGER HISS and there was no information in the files 
pertaining to the amount of the monthly rent. 

Insurance Premiums 

: On December 13 j 19^4-8, MR. LEO D. FITZGERALD, Associate Counsel for 
the Equitable .Life. Assurance Company of the United States, advised that 
ALGER HISS’was. an assured of that company. Information regarding monthly 
or annual premiums, etc., was not reported. The case files do not reflect 
any other insurance policies for the HISS’. • 

TIMOTHY HOBSON’S- Education 

• MR. FRANCIS THAYErIhOBSON,. k2$ Fourth Avenue,' New York City, ad¬ 
vised on December id,, 19^4.8, -that-he personally made arrangements for all of 
TIMOTHY HOBSON’s schooling and had personally paid the bills for same by 
check. 

PRISCILLA HISS’ - Schooling 

The files reflect that PRISCILLA attended summer school in Chemistry 
at the University of Maryland, in 1937, and that. she.enrolled-at Georgetown 
University on September 17, 1937, and withdrew December 13, 1937. Financial 
data regarding, these studies .is not available in the files. 

Credit ” 


. Results of Credit Agency checks in Washington, D. C., were reported 
on pages 76 and 77, in the report of Special Agent COURTLAND J. JONES, dated 
January 28, 19^9, at Washington, D. C,'. 

Investigation reflects that the following accounts were opened by 
the HISS.’ subsequent to November 19, 1937; • 

Business Establishment Date Account Opened • 

Julius Garfinckel and Company September 21, 19A0 

. B. Rich Sons Shoe Store September 1936 ■ 


Raleigh Haberdashery. October 19i|0 

Standard Oil Company of New Jersey October 19U0 

'MISS JANET HELMFELD, Auditor, W & J SLOANE, 1217 Connecticut' 
Avenue, Northwest, advised that ■when'.the office was moved from 709 21st 
Street, Northwest, that all old records were destroyed. Present records were 
reviewed and .they revealed no account for ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS. . (Credit 
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Bureau .report dated October 23, 1940, indicates ALGER and PRISCILLA. HISS . 
opened an account with W•& J SLOANE in September 193.6). There is an account 
in the name -of DONALD HISS and Records indicated that he purchased a rug in 
May of 1947. ■ ,- 

On page 121, in the report of .Special Agent JOSEPH M, KELLY, dated 
February 8, 1949, at New York City, MARIAN KENNY, Assistant. Credit Manager, 
Best and Companyj 5lst«Street and Fifth Avenue, New York City, advised that 
M RS, ALGER (PRISCILLA) fc HISS opened an account at the Washington, D.C., store 
of “Best ~and Company on "September 26, 1938* This account represents a thirty- 
day charge account with a’limitation of $l50. The account was settled in 
1943 . • 

' MR.- C. H, RAITT-, Cre.dit Manager, Standard Oil.Company New 
-Jersey, 261 Constitution Avenue, .Northwest, advised that ALGER HISS opened 
a fuel oil account in October of 1940, but that all records pertaining to 
the account are maintained-in the Baltimore office. 

A teletype to the Director from the Baltimore Office dated March 15, 
1949, reflects that HISS opened a fuel oil-account on October 30, 1940,' and 
that.no record of gasoline charge' account in the name of ALGER and PRISCILLA 
HISS could be located -in the credit records of the Shell'Oil Company,, Inc,, 
Esso Standard Oil Company, Sinclair Oil-Compary, Sherwood Oil Company, or 
the American Oil - Company,' all Baltimore, Maryland-. • • ■ , . , 

MR. FRANK, SCOTT, Credit Manager, Woodward and-'Lothrop Department 
Store,- advised that an account’ in the name of' ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS had' 
been, opened on September 18, 1935, MRS. THELMABBUG£, Credit.. Department, • 
Woodward and Lothrop, advised that the credit account records .are only 
kept for. three years unless some unusual reason exists to keep an individual 
. account. She stated that all ledger references pertaining to 1931 and 1938 
credit. accounts have been destroyed many years, ago.. ' 

MRS. ROSE G. BREAULT, Credit Manager, ■ Brentano's Bookstore, 1322 
■F Street, Northwest, advised that .an account.for MRS. ALGER HISS was opened 
in October 1929, that the original credit application and old ledger sheets 
have been destroyed and that the'current ledger card reflects the highest 
credit ever extended to the HISS? was $38.50. in November --December, 1946. 

• MR-. WILLIAM KING of - the W-. -'S. King and Son Coal-Company, 2141 • 

'30th Street, Northwest, advised that his. records show. ALGER HISS purchased 
coal on credit during the Winter of 1930.- No other information was available. 

ELIZABETH L. JACKSON, 3112 Q Street, Northwest, advised that she 
was Secretary-Treasurer of.Preece and Curtis, Inc.,- a woman 1 s store formerly 
located at 1014 Connecticut Avenue, Northwest. She advised.that this busi¬ 
ness was sold in July of 1947, and that all records were' destroyed except 
■ f or customer accounts that had not been, settled. She does not have any . 
records of the store pertaining-to ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS. She■reported 
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that she knew MRS., HISS in a business way, as she had been a regular customer 
since about 1936 or 1937, She recalled that-MRS, HISS usually purchased 
sport clothes and suits that ran from $19.95 to $29.00. The HISS’ settled 
their account promptly and she believes that the. largest credit' balance 
would be somewhere between $50.00 and $125.00, . 

Credit applications that were executed by either ALGER or PRIS¬ 
CILLA HISS in most of the foregoing business, establishments have been • 
destroyed. . The credit application that was executed 'by MRS., HISS at B. 

•Rich and Son Shoe Store lists credit references that have previously been 
contacted and.'explained above. 

WILLIAM EDWARD CRANE , ■ . ' 

'~2 

Interview with MRS, PEYTON KERR '' 

By teletype dated March 9 S 1 9h9 s the New York Office advised that 
in about 1936 or- 1937, WILLIAM EDWARD CRANE attempted to develop MR,' and 
MRS. PEITON KERR .as. sources of information for a Soviet espionage apparatus, 
but that this attempt was unsuccessful. This office was requested to inter¬ 
view MR. and MRS, PEITON KERR, 

On March 18, 1 9k9 $ MPS, PEYTON KERR was interviewed at her home, 

A21 Argyle Drive, Alexandria, by Special Agent DONALD D. CONNORS. She ad¬ 
vised that her husband is now First Secretary of the United.'States Embassy 
at New Delhi, India, and that, he has been in this position for approximately 
four months. . She and the children intend to join him there and planned to 
leave the United-States approximately.April 5, 19A9. • 

.After a moment’s hesitation, MRS, KERR recognized a-picture of- 
CRANE and correctly identified him. She stated that her- husband had .met ^ 
CRANE at the^ University of California, at Berkeley, California, while MR-, 
KERR was attending c'ollege there in- about 1933. or 193A\ According to MRS, 
KERR, her husband was well acquainted -with one MARGARET/\UTELIUS, a pre¬ 
medical student at Berkeley* and through her, met CRANE. CRANE and GUTELIUS 
were subsequently married., MRS, KERR stated'that she and MR, KERR were 
married on July 10, 193b 9 in San Francisco,' California, her maiden name 
■ being MARGARET WILSON. She recalls that she associates her first meeting • 
•with PEGGYN^UTELIUS and WILLIAM CRANE with her awn wedding. At that time, 
CRANE was a free-lance photographer and resided in Berkeley, . In' 1935,' the 
KERRS left Berkeley and came to Washington, D, C. Sometime later that year, 
CRANE-and his wife moved to New York City, where CRANE also operated as a 
free-lance photographer. 

MRS, .KERR advised that both she and her husband were extremely 
fond of CRANE’s wife, but both, regarded CRANE as a bnaggadocious egomaniac 
• and both had an intense dislike for CRANE. MRS. KERR advised CRANE’s wife , 
to separate from him and. she' recalls that in 1936, MARGAREffNERANE did, in 
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fact, leave WILLIAM CRANE, and foil caving a brief and unsuccessful Reconcil¬ 
iation, the CRANES- were divorced. Recording to MRS'. KERR, the former MARGARET 
GUTELIUSNcRANE is now MRS. JAMES F.yWATT,. a practicing physician .in Pharr, 

• Texas. V ' 

Following the unsuccessful reconciliation between the CRANES, 

MARGARET CRANE told MRS. KERR_that WILLIAM CRANE had made the remark that 
he - was photographing national defense installations in New. York .City and 
was being paid for this work'by another nation. MRS. KERR stated that there 
were no.further details, in regard to this statement, but.that she and her 
husband, as well as MARGARET CRANE, could not believe this remark, and at¬ 
tributed it to CRANE’s usual blustering manner 0 

■ She stated that she and her husband saw the CRANES probably no more 
than five or six times from 193i> through the early part of 1937, at-which time 
' the CRANES were divorced. She recalls that MARGARET CRANE, during this time, 
was studying medicine and in the Summer of 1936 or 1937, MRS, CRANE worked 
in the George Washington Hospital. Clinic, in Washington, D.- C. She recalls 
that this employment lasted only about eight weeks and during this time, 

MARGARET CRANE lived at an apartment hotel in the' Northwest section' of 
Washington. She could not recall the exact location of this hotel, but 
stated that it was rather far out to the East of Connecticut.Avenue, 

MRS. .KERR described'MARGARET CRANE'As follows: : ' 

3 " • . 

Light brown • . 

Blue 
Slender 
28 - 30. years 

Excellent.swimmer, formerly 
held summer employment as 
Counsel for girls’ camps* .-. ' 

■ MRS. KERR recalled that while'MARGARET CRANE lived in Washington, 

D. C., WILLIAM'CRANE maintained their residence in New York City, and did.- 
not accompany 'his wife to Washington. ' ' ' 

With'regard to the unknown individual whom CRANE alleges he .at- ' 
.tempted to develop-, - MRS. KERR could recall no one of her acquaintance^ ■ ■ 

who woulej fit this description, and advised that she was rather sure that 
neither she nor her husband had ever- introduced CRANE to any of their friends. 

She pointed out that CRANE had been in their home in Washington no more, than • 
two or three times, and because both. she. and .her husband disliked him very 
much, they had made no effort to introduce. CRANE to their circle of acquaintances 
She also pointed out that CRANE had never urged her, or so far as she knew, 
had never urged her husband to introduce CRANE to anyone. She had never con- 
versed with' CRANE with respect to the Communist Party or Soviet Russia and 
advised- that she had, as a'matter of course, considered'CRANE to be a loyal 
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American citizen, or as loyal as anyone ■with his neurotic tendencies could 
be. She has not seen CRANE since either 1936 or 1937, but has occasionally 
corresponded with, his former wife. 

By teletype ’dated March 3, 1959, the New York Office requested that 
the passport records be checked concerning IRENE PERLA \rLAS, nee 'GOLDSTEIN, 
with aliases. The records of the Passport Division .of the UnitedYJtates De¬ 
partment of State, contain no information concerning this individual. The 
New York Office was so advised by teletype on March 16, 1959. 

By teletype dated March 2, 1959, the Los Angeles Office requested 
this office to check the’ records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
SttfJhited States Department' of Justice, concerning AN TOINE rTBlSANIUCE, nee ' 
’SROGELLI. No record of this individual was located in the vfiles of the - 
Immigration and'Naturalization Service, and. the Bureau and interested bffices 
were so advised by teletype on March 15, 1959. 

LAURENCE DUGGAN 

By teletype dated March 9, 1959, the Baltimore Office requested- 
this office to interview certain former associates of LAURENCE DUGGAN at 
the Department of State. 

■ PAUL CLEMENT DANIELS, Director for American Republics Affairs, 

State Department, Room 31157" New State Department Building, 21st and C Streets, 
Northwest, advised Special Agent WILLIAM H. ATKINSON on March. 10, 1959,’ that. 
he was assigned to the Department of State in Washington, D. C., from Decem¬ 
ber 1939, until the end of 1953, as a Desk Officer and Assistant Chief, both 
in’ the Latin American Division. (now known as the American Republics Affairs 
Division)# He advised that during this time, he served under the immediate 
supervision of’ LAURENCE DUGGAN and that he worked very closely with him. 

During this time, he knew ALGER HISS casually and he cannot, at this time, 
recall having had any professional contact with him. - He believed that.ALGER 
HISS was employed in another division within the Department of State, and 
that he was never assigned to the Latin American Division. In this connec¬ 
tion, he stated that he. did-not know that ALGER HISS and LAURENCE DUGGAN ever ■ 
shared office space at the Department of State and since they never served 
in the same division during this time, he could not think of any reason why 
they would share the same office. He advised that he did hot know HISS 
socially^ that. he. never visited his home } that he was not acquainted with 
his wife ; and that he has never corresponded with either of the HISS’. He 
stated that his acquaintanceship with HISS was' so casual that he was . not in 
a position to furnish pertinent information. He had the impression that 
HISS and DUGGAN were very close friends, hut he could offer nothing to sub¬ 
stantiate this impression at this .time. 

DANIELS examined the photographs of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS which were 
taken in. the middle thirties and advised .that he was unable to identify them. 
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He could recall no visitors or friend^ of ALGER HISS or LAURENCE^DUGGAN by 
the name of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, CARL CARLSON, or GEORGE^CROSLEY. ' He ad- ' 
vised that from the end of 19b3 until the Fall of 19h7 s "he.served as a 
Foreign.Service Officer in the Department of State outside the continental 
limits of the- United States, When he returned to the. Department, ALGER 
HISS had resigned and accepted a position with the Carnegie Foundation, 

GEORGE HOWLAND BUTLER, Deputy Director, Policy Planning .Staff, 
Department of State, Room S>lj?2, New State Department Building, 21st and 
C Streets, Northwest, advised Special Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on March 10, 

1 9h9 s that he served in’the Department of State in Washington, D. C,, from 
1 93$ to 1939, as. a. Desk Officer and Assistant Chief, both in tile Division 
of Latin American Affairs, During the greater part of this service in the 
State Department, LAURENCE DUGGAN was his immediate supervisor and close 
friendo In his opinion, LAURENCE DUGGAN was a thoroughly patriotic American, 
most intelligent, an outstanding public servant, a man of the highest in¬ 
tegrity, and a person with a high sense of duty to the United States,' He 
advised that he'knew ALGER HISS casually and he had no social or professional 
contact with him. He has never.visited his home and has never corresponded- 
with ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS 0 He could offer no information as to whether 
or not. HISS and DUGGAN were close friends, but advised that he is positive 
that they never shared an office at the Department of State during the time 
he was assigned in Washington, ,D 0 C, From 1939 to early in 19L-0, he served 
as Foreign Service Officer outside the continental limits of the United States 
He was again called back to the Department in February 19L5, end sometime 
between that time and September 19L.6, he was a dinner guest of .one of the 
HISS’ he believes that it was DONALD HISSo^-- 

' He examined photographs of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, but was unable to 

identify that' individual. He did not recognize the names of WHITTAKER 

CHAMBERS, GEORGE GROSLEY, or CARL CARLSON, and could not remember LAURENCE 

DUGGAN ever having mentioned these names, ., 

- » 1 

ERWIN S, GELSEY, ALS© KNOT AS . ' . , ' ■ 

ERWIN GELSKY,. ISRAELjGELSKY ^ 

Referenced New York report requested this office to check the 
records- of the Passport Division, United States Department of State, and 
of the. Immigration and Naturalization Service, United States Department of 
Justice, for information‘concerning ERWIN GELSKY, 

The records of the Passport Division, United States Department of 
State, were checked on February 16, 19^9, by.Special Agent CHESTER C. CRAW¬ 
FORD, with negative results. 

The records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, United 
States Department of Justice, were checked by the same Agent on February 2l| 
and March 28, 19L-9, and reflected the following information: 
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By carder of Supreme Courts Brooklyn,.'i,New York, dated April 10, 
19324-5 ERWIN GEIjSKY^s. name v/as changed to ERWINl’GELSEY. 

In a declaration of intention, No. 72730, dated August '28, 1935, 
GELSEY furnished the following information,, He gave his name as ERWTN S. 
GELSEY, residing at ll;16 North Haverhurst Drive, Los Angeles, California. 

He listed his occupation as Scenario Writer, and reported that he had been 
born December’ 31*1899, in Russia, and that that country had constituted his 
last foreign residence,. He immigrated to the United States from Hamburg, 
Germany,' under the name of ISRAEL GELSKY, and entered at th'e Port of New 
York, oh October 27, 1901;, on the' S.S. .PATRICIA. His description, as 
furnished in the declaration, is as follows: . 

Male 
White 
Ruddy 
:• Brown • 

Red 
$■' 8 " 

150 lbs. 

. Hebrew 
Russian • 

December 31, 1899, 

Russia 


Sex: 

Color: ■ 

Complexion:, 

Eyes: 

Hair:.. • 
Height:.- 
Weight:. • 

Race: 

Nationality: 
Date and place> 
of birth: 



. • On June 13, 19it0, he filed Petition for Naturalization No.. -76021;, 
at which time, -his address was 1250 Hilldale, Los Angeles, California. In 
the petition, he gave his date and place of birth as BialystokJ, Poland, on. 
'December' 31, l899o On June 13, 1937, he. was married to LOUISEiGELSKY at. 
Denver, Colorado. His marital status.at the time this petition was filed 
was divorced. This petition gave his last foreign residence as Vilna,' Russia,. 

' Naturalization Certificate No, 5188012, dated January 21;, 19lfl, 
reflects that his residence at that time, was 881$% Haratt, Los Angeles, 
.California. He was issued Alien Registration No 0 5395023.- The file con¬ 
tained no record .of visa re-entry permit No 0 1103l;l;7* 


. Photographs' of GELSEY obtained from the afore-mentioned Immigration 
and Naturalization Service records are being furnished to the Bureau and to 
the New York Office with this report as enclosures. ' 

ELEANOR NELSON 

MR. PAUL R. PORTER, Department of State, was interviewed In hi^ 
office' in the New. State. Department Building, on March 21, 1 9k9 } by Specials-^ 
Agents EDWARD F. HUMMER and DONALD D. CONNORS, and'stated the following: • - 
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■ PORTER recalled that he firdt met ELEANOR' NELSON in late 1932, and 
that he was' introduced to her by MARY/ {DUBLIN, who is now the wife of LEON _ 

’ KEYERSLINGt, It is PORTER 1 s recoilegSiJ^^tl^t he first met ELEANOR at a 
socialist"' tarty Banquet in Baltimore. He states'that this may have been • 
in the Spring of 1933$ but believes it to be the latter part of 1932* It 
is noted that -PORTER married'ELEANOR NELSON in February 1933, and lived with 
her as man and wife until December 1933, although during, most of this time, 
they maintained separate' domiciles® PORTER stated that he was employed in 
New York- City,- and ELEANOR NELSON was employed in the Labor Department, 
'Washington, D. C. She resided on Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest, in about 
the 21+00 or 2500 block. • 

In May 1933, PORTER was sent to Philadelphia as a Socialist Party 
organizer, where he maintained an apartment over Party headquarters somewhere 
on 52nd Street. During this -period,' PORTER and NELSON spent' most of their 
•week ends together in Philadelphia or New York. 


In the early part of I93b s PORTER, who. had .tuberculosis, was con¬ 
fined in a sanitarium in the Adirondack'Mountains in New York State. In • 

July. 193U, NELSON visited him at the sanitarium, and arrangements were made 
at- that time for the divorce. PORTER recalls that he saw NELSON again in 
October 193hy -March 1937, and that the last time he saw her was in Pittsburgh . 
in 1938o. He stated that she arranged the divorce and procured it in the District 
of Columbia. He advised that, one of the main reasons their marriage broke up 
was because shortly after he knew ELEANOR, she began to come under the in¬ 
fluence of the Communist Party, whereas he was a staunch Socialist and be¬ 
lieved ELEANOR NELSON to be one at the time of their marriage. PORTER advised • . 
that he had no idea that NELSON was involved in any espionage activities. 

.In'the latter states of their marriage, and after the divorce,- he came, to 
realize that ELEA NOR NELSON was an active and fanatic member of the Communist 
Party. '' . ' • 


1 ®"ith regard-to HARO LD WA RE, PORTER advised that he knew WARE to be 
ah organizer of a farm group - in Minnesota,' and that he had heard NELSON speak 
6 f WARE. He also recalled, that ' : one WEBSTER CLAY POWELL was a close friend of 
WARE, and he' had. heard ELEANOR speak of POWELL. ‘ Although, he did not knew ' 
POWELL to be a Communist, he said that he always felt "some misgivings** in 
connection with POWELL, because of his friendship with;WARE, '• ■ 1 


, PORTER did not know ALGER' or DONALD HISS at this time, and advised 
that he has never met these individuals, although he is familiar with their ' 
names* . . '- 


Xj. PORTER did not know the following individuals: JOHN ABT/HENRY 
/ HILh^O OLLINS;. LEE PRESSMAN ^PORTER stated thatu he later became ap^uaihteef 
w!3& PRESSMAN) j ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN; ' ROSE^QLINTONj CHARLES\GQE; ROSE 
.COE: VICTOR!PERL0: NATHANWITT; CHARLES'HRAMERj IRMaIrINGE; SALLYtRINGEj -• 
’BOB^STRAUSS 5 LENOR^ THOMAS' '(now MRS . BOb\>TRAUSS) ; DR. BENJAMN^INENGER. 


■ / 
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' With respect.to WALTEr\sASSAMAN, PORTER advised that he had a faint 
recollection that he knew' this individual, and .connected him in a- vague fashion 
with the Communist Party#. • PORTER advised that he knew ROBiRALL slightly, and 
that while he,- PORTER, .was- organizing a Socialist student's group-at Columbia 
Universityj HALL Was organizing a Communist Party National Students-' League, 
also-at Columbia. P.ORTER had no-recollection-whatsoever of DAVID,CARPENTER, 
with aliases, HAROLEpILSON,' DAVID.ZIMERMAN,.and. said further, thkt he knew . 

.of no HAROLD-with whom ELEANOR NELSON was familiar. just before '.or after their - 
divorce, although'PORTER indicated that he did not know a great deal .of' ELEANOR 
NELSON’s life following the divorce. -He was unaware that she had remarried, and 
was the mother of a child# 

<£> - ' . • {0 • 

-. v PORTER did-not' know flLLIAM .EDWARD CRANE, WARD PIGMAN, FELIX INSLERMAN, 
HELSI^ MILLER,' or ROBERT },MRTINW6HLFORTH7““ ~ . • . . 

' PORTER advised that this last name was faintly familiar to him as one 
who served on-the LaF-ollette Committee# PORTER also did not know ANDRMEMEREE 
under any of her aliases or THELMA/IOSTER, although,' he did know by reputation • 
ROl'^HUDSON, presently the husband of ANDRE EMEREE#. PORTER advised that he 
knew STEPHEN RAUSHENBUSH as a Socialist, and indicated that he was acquainted 
yfath- RAUSHENBUSH while RAUSHENBUSH worked for Governor’ MARTIN of Pennsylvania, 

[.at Harrisburg,- Pennsylvania# He said that RAUSHENBUSH was a friend of NORMAN- 
NTHQMASq ' " . .' .- • 

• • PORTER stated that he was-leaving for Europe on Thursday,. March 2 Ij., • 
19b9 } and if his recollection is refreshed concerning ELEANOR NELSON, he would 
advise the Bureau-by letter# 

DAVID ZIMMERMAN, with aliases ' 

'. On March' 1,' 19R9, TANSEL BUTLER, 300 K Street, Northeast, was inter¬ 
viewed by Special-Agent PHILIP H. WILSON and HARRY K. . CLAYTON .concerning any 
inf or mat ion BUTLER might be' able to furnish with reference to DAVID ZBM2RMAN, 
with aliases, former 1 Editor- of "Work", official organ of the Workers Alliance ■' 

■ of America#. ' 

■ BUTLER advised he, was President of the District - of Columbia; Branch 
of the Workers Alliance of- 'America from 1936 until he resigned during April 
1939, He pointed out that this- branch maintained a separate staff and head-..- ‘ 
quarters from that of the national organizationj therefore, his contacts were 
infrequent with members of the national staff#-’ ' . • •• 



He added, however, that he. had occasion to confer with national • 
officers DAVID LASSER and HERBERT BENJAMIN and knew both of them well. He 
stated ..that he knew ELEANOR NELSON and DAVID • ZIMMERMAN,’ but was not well ac¬ 
quainted with either. He did not. know - ZIMMERMAN by any other name and he 
stated he did not know the address of ZIMMERMAN while the latter-was in . 
Washington, D. C# ' • 
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With reference to investigation conducted to locate the apart¬ 
ment in •Washington, Do C., utilized by CHAMBERS for the photographing of 
documents in 1936, BUTLER stated that he’does not know of any Communist 
member who was residing in the area surrounding Eastern High School or 
Lincoln Park during 1939-193? inclusive. 

WESTER .CLAY POWELL 

By teletype dated January 28, 19k9 s the Hew York Office advised 
that WHITTAKER CHAMBERS had stated that HAROLD WARE organized a small ap¬ 
paratus in the agriculture filed, and that WEBSTER CLAY POWELL had been a 
kind of personal deputy .of .WARE. ' 

. WEBSTER CLAY POWELL was interviewed by Special Agents DONALD D. . 
CONNORS and THOMAS J. BARRY at this off ice on-February 29,, 19^9. He ad- . 
vised that he is presently a Foreign Service Officer in the United States 
Department- of State., and that .he had just returned from -three and a half 
years duty in Australia',, He stated that he had been acquainted with ALGER 
HISS, but had. had no close contact with him, and could not recall where he 
had met HISS, or who. had introduced him„ He thinks h'e possibly first met 
HISS in the agriculture field since he, POWELL was Director of' Research 
in ."Farm Research Incorporated" from about 1933 to 1938. 

POWELL described "Farm Research Incorporated" as not a Government 
organization, but a private.group. which was formed to assist the farmer by 
obtaining helpful information and making- it available to'.t'he farmers,, He 
believed that the real founder of "Farm Research Incorporated" was HAROLD 
WARE,_ The organization was financed by contributions from interested people 
and farm organizations 0 He was acquainted with the fact that this organi¬ 
zation had been cited by the .House Committee on Un-American Activities as a 
Communist front, but'could give no reason for this action.other than the fact 
that HAROLD WARE had been connected with it and that WARE has been accused 
by many people of being a Communist 0 

With regard to ALGER HISS, POWELL believes he may have seen HISS 
a few times socially since their first meeting, knd once or twice - on the 
street, but he has never attended any kind of meeting with HISS. During the 
contacts with HISS, he never observed anything that would' lead him to believe 
that HISS was a Communist or was in any way involved in a conspiracy to 
obtain Government documents „• He stated that he had never -heard of 'WHITTAKER 
CHAMBERS and- failed to identify photographs of CHAMBERS and of MRS. CHAMBERS 
which were taken in the 1930’s„ 

POWELL has also been acquainted with DONALD. HISS, but could not' 
recall' the circumstances of their meeting and believes .he probably had- seen 
DONALD HISS about the same number of. times that he had seen ALGER, He had 
no reason to doubt DONALD HISS® loyalty to the United States. 
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ECTOIiL. advised that he first met HAROLD WARE i n 1927. on an ex-' 
perimentai farm in Russia, • -which wa's financed by' the Quakers, according to 
POWELL*, POWELL first went to Russia on'a trip financed by the Open Road 
Tourist Agency.in New.York City* At the time of POWELL*s arrival in Russia, 
WARE was already over there and after POWELL 5 s return, to. the United States, 
he resumed his acquaintance with WARE« After WARE, organized "Farm Research 
Incorporated," he asked POWELL to take a position there 8 POWELL always con¬ 
sidered WARE to be a personal friend, but stated that WARE was the type of 
individual’to whom no one ever could get too closed POWELL now believes, 
in the light of later developments, that WARE must have been leading a 
double life* 

Before WARE'S death, POWELL.never knew that WARE was a Communist* 

He merely considered WARE to be a rabid new dealer* He admitted meeting 
ELLASfeEEVE(Motheiw^LOOR) and knew that she was HAROLD WARE'S mother* He 
has.Mseen in her trome near Philadelphia' on' one or two occasions, but in 
spite of that, he did not know that she was a Communist until sometime ■ 
after HAROLD WARE'S death -in 1935b He thought that she was just a radical 
labor leader and nothing more* in connection with WARE'S death in 1935, ' 
POWELL stated that he and his wife were in a car in front of WARE's car, \ 
and that his car was. sideswiped by a truck and then smashed into WARE’S ) 
car* They were all on their way to visit a friend, HANNAHlPiCKERING, - in / 
New York Sbate when the accident happened* 1 f 

, / 

POWELL first met HENRY'HILL COLLINS on his trip to Russia in / 

1927 o He stated that COLLINS had gone along with the group -vdiose trip had 
been financed by the Open Road Tourist Agency* POWELL continued his ac~ • 
quaint'ance with COLLINS later in Washington, and has been'in COLLiNS’ apart¬ 
ment at cocktail parties many times, but never attended ary sort of meeting 
there* At the present time, he could not recall the names, of any of the 
people who were present at'parties in COLLINS’ apartment* He never sus¬ 
pected COLLINS of being a Communist or of being, in ary way, connected with 
a conspiracy to obtain government documents* In this connection, he made 
the comment- in answer to a direct question, that of- all his friends and 
acquaintances, while in Washington, he never knew any of them to be Com¬ 
munist Party members* He stated that some’'of them might have been sympathetic 
to some parts of the Communist doctrine, and that he, himself, had some of 
the same aims as the Communists, but that nob all of the Communist aims and 
his aims were alike* 

He advised that- his wife had operated a school for children. 
called Greenacres, near Silver Spring, Maryland* He recalled, that' a benefit, 
or benefits, had been held at the school to aid the Spanish Loyalist, cause* 

He had, himself, been sympathetic with the Loyalist cause' in Spain, and 
was acquainted with the fact that the Communists in this country had sup¬ 
ported the. Loyalists and helped recruit men for the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 
He. stated, however, that he was not aware, at that time, that the Communists 
were as-much of a threat to the security and peace of the ^SCas he feels, 
they are at the present time. • , 
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EOWELL, stated that he knew , LSS PRE SSMAN, • but that the details of 
his meeting WitJi PRESSMAN are. very hazy in his mind» He does recall being 
at a cocktail party at PRESSMAN's house,, which he believes is across from 
the' Zoo on Connecticut Avenue, but does not recall any other individuals 
who attended the party 0 He did not recall ever having met ABRAHAM GEORGE’ 
SILVERMAN, ’ ... L---—^ 

POWELL stated that, he did not desire to give a signed statement 
concerning the. informati'on which he had furnished to the interviewing Agents, 
but. would prefer to consult an,-attorney before doing so. He was advised that ■ 
this action .was .entirely within his rights. He stated, however, that .he would 
be willing to be put under oath and repeat the foregoing information. He ad¬ 
ded that in the light.pf the accusations against many of his acquaintances 
by both MISS .ELIZABETHBENTLEY and WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, he believes that- if. 
their, accusations are Me, he Had been used as a front by these people for' 
their Communist activities, ’ 

POWELL was re-interviewed by the same Agents at this office on 
March 31, 1949,. and stated that he was 'still connected with the Department 
of. State, but -was on temporary assignment to the Department of Labor as a 
Foreign Labor Adviser, He has secured an apartment and 'is now residing at 
3’East Irving Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland, 

.Concerning H ANNAH PIC KER ING , POTELL stated that he does not know 
her present, location, as he has not seen her or heard from'.her since 1940, 

The last information he had was that she was living on her farm at Elmira, 

'New Yoirko She had,.been a very good’friend of WARE, and PCWELL.believed 
' that WARE had met her when she had been interested in the farm that, the '. 
Quakers financed in Russia, POWELL met PICKERING, he believes, when he 
went to Russia in' 1?27, under the auspices, of the Open Road Tourist Agency, 
with.which. PICKERING was connected. He could not'recall whether he first 
met her in the United States or after she had arrived in Russia,- It was. 
his opinion that she was a Quaker, but he could hot state if she had been, 
or is, a.Commmist, . 

. In'response- to a direct question, POWELL stated that he met ELEANOR 
■NELSON sometime between 1933 and 1938, in Washington, D, C,-, when he had 
worked for "Farm-Research Incorporated," He believes the occasion of the 
.meeting was.either a-union raliy .or a meeting of a group to discuss the 
problems of the share-cropper. He never had any social contact with ELEANOR 
NELSON and only saw her once or'twice after their first meeting. He did 
recall that HAROLD WARE and ELEANOR ■ NELSON were very good-friends. 

V Concerning "Farm Research Incorporated," POWELL 'admitted that• 
CHARLEs\lARLAND had been connected with it in. Washington, D. C. He stated 
that GARLAND did .accounting work for the organization and also contributed 
money to ..it,.since he had been a fairly wealthy man. POWELL could not say 
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if .GARLAND was a Communist and -he did not know of any of GARLAND'S other ac- . 
tivitie's. outside of those with "Farm Research. Incorporated," 

• * K 

* In answer to a direct question* POWELL stated that ROBERT COE had 
worked for "Farm Research Incorporated" but he.was unable to remember COE's 
exact position* nor -could he state whether or not COE was a Communist, He 
believed COE was a liberal. According to POWELL,, COE came into "Farm Research" 
.about one year befbre POWELL* himself* left the organization* and 'he, believed . 
•that COE had been'brought into the organization by HAROLD_WARE, Wh en POWELL 
was reminded that .he had stated previously that he had'" left "Farm Research."'. 

'in 1938* and that HAROLD WARE was killed in 1935* POWELL stated that COE must 
have gone into the organization before WARE’S death* and that he was just not 
able to remember the exact period that COE had worked for the organization. 
POWELL was sure that he had never met COE before this time. As it had been 
.noted that POWELL's wife had operated'a school under the name ALI CE C OE • 
^ENDHAM* POWELL.was asked if ROBERT COE was .ary relation to. his wife and 
he denied 1 that, there was any relationship, 

POW ELL stated that he did not recall a farm school-at Dorfstown* 
Pennsylvania* with which WARE may have been connected. He' did recall that 
there was a group of farmers in Pennsylvania which WARE used to visit. This 
group used to meet somewhere near^-a small -town directly across the Delaware 
River from Trenton* New -Jersey, POWELL knew nothing at all of the nature' of 
this group other than that it was composed of'farmers, . '• ; 

. He was asked at this time* if he had recalled anything since the 
last - time he was’ interviewed which would lead him to change, his mind con- 
cerningsthe people- who had been mentioned in the first interview. He stated 
that he could not recall .anything at all which he believed would be at all. 
helpful in trying to uncover the truth concerning the alleged Communist ac¬ 
tivities of these people. He had always believed that HAROLD WARE was ,pro- 
Russian* but he never knew WARE was a- Communist until after WARE'S death. 

■ . POWELL stated that during the period in which he had worked, for 
"Farm. Research*" he had believed in "united front," in other words, he be¬ 
lieved that the."damn Commies" could be used in order to obtain social 
advanceso His own viewpoint follows more the line of the Socialists than 
that of the Communists* and he ^stated that he had been a member of the 
Socialist Party in 192o* at Hanover* New Hampshire, He had always believed 
that socialism had a lot of possibilities. He reiterated that he could not 
name one person of his- acquaintance in Washington, D, C., who was known to 
, him to be a Communists ' 

It was noted by the interviewing Agents that although POWELL 
stated that he wished to cooperate* he never offered ary information unless 
it was in answer to a direct question* and that he never elaborated on his •. 
answers-and further information had been brought out by direct questioning. 
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- LEADS ■ 


THE WASHINGTON FIELD- OFFICE 

AT WASHINGTON, D,' C, ' 

Will continue to develop information pertinent to this, investi¬ 
gation and conclude the. investigation requested in the referenced Bureau 
letter, . : • 

• . ■it . ■ % % 


This matter is receiving constant and preferred investigative 
attention in-this office and leads are being' handled as they are-received. 
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By letter dated' March 21, 1949, -to the Bureau with copies to 
New York, Los Angeles and San Antonio, the latter, office was directed to 
: interview DR, .MARGARET WATT, at Pharr, Texasi DR, WATT is the. former 
• MARGARET GOTELItJS CRANE, 

. . .By letter dated March 21,. 1949, to the Bureau, with ;a, copy to 

Chicagp, the latter office was requested to locate and interview ARTHUR. C«. 
BACHRACH, who was associated with ALGER HISS in the. AAA at Washington, D, C. 

..By teletype dated March 9, 1949. the Baltimore Office requested 
interviews with ELLIS 0, BRIGGS and HERBERT S, .BURSLEY, -former associates • 
of LAURENCE DUGGAN at the State Department, It was ascertained that ELLIS 0, ■ 
BRIGGS-, is serving as American Ambassador at Montevideo, Uruguay, and that 
HERBERT' S. ’BURSLEY is serving as American. Ambassador at-Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 
These interviews were, consequently, not conducted. 

By letter dated March 2, 1949, to the Bureau, with copies to 
' Philadelphia and New York, the Philadelphia Office was requested to locate- 
and interview LAWRENCE R. BROWN, 222 Church Road, Ardmore, Pennsylvania, 
a former•member of the Nye Committee,'for any information he might have 
concerning ALGER HISS, 

Bureau’ letter, of March 4, 1949, to this office, with copies to' 

New York and Baltimore, requested that the larger oil companies be contacted 
to determine if- ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS had a gasoline.'charge account in 1937, 
and to. examine such account to determine if the HISS' purchased gasoline 
. in 'or near towns-mentioned by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS as stopping places during 
an auto trip in New England-in August 1937,' ■ ' 

• By'letter dated March 4^ 1949, to the Bureau, with.copies to New 
York and Baltimore, Norfolk and Philadelphia, the. offices listed were furnished 
the addresses of the major oil companies and were requested to- conduct the 
investigation set out in the. Bureau's letter of' March 4,'1949-. 

New York teletype dated March 17, 1949, requested this office to 
interview WILLIAM WALTON, By teletype dated March 23, 1949, the’ New York 
Office was advised that’ WALTON was in Jacksonville, Illinois, and, would be ■ 
available for interview by the New York Office on March 27 or 28, 1949, at 
111 East'70th Street, New York City, care of MR. EDWARD VfARBURG,’ ' 

-, Bureau letter of January 3,' 1949, instructed this office to inter-- 
view PAUL R, PORTER, former .husband' of ELEANOR NELSON SOYRING. The results 
of that interview.are-contained in this report. By letter dated April i, 

.1949, ■ the Bureau arid New York Office were advised of the names of individuals 
furnished by PORTER who might. furnish additional information .concerning 
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Name - BfflttU S. GELSEI^ " 
alias Erwin Gelskv 
Age - 50 J 

Born - 12-31 - 99 , Russia 
Height - 5’ 6’* 

Weight - 130 pounds 
Eyas - Brown 
Hair - Red 
Race - Russian Jew 










Name - ERWIN S. CrRLSEY, 

alias 'Erwin Gelsky 
Age - 50 

Bom - 12-31-99 3 Russia 
Height - $' 8» 

Weight — l£0 pounds 
Eyes - brown 
Hair - red 
Race - Russian Jew 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

date y/zt/tf? mjtLllh** 
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CHARACTER OF CMS 

PERJURY 
ESPIONAGE - R 
■ INTERNAL SECURITY - R 


3YN0PSI8.0? PACTS: 


REFERENCES: 


Colonel SIDNEY F„' GIFFINj LEO-PASVOLSKYj 
RICHARD Wo FLOURNOYj HOWARD C 0 JOHNSONj 
RELLA R. SCHWARTZ, nee RESNICKj Brigadier 
General TELFORD TAYLOR, interviewed,, No 
information of Communist activities on part 
of ALGER HISS developed 0 Neighborhood in¬ 
vestigation: equally negative* Investigation 
to locate pertinent Woodstock typewriter set 
out* File review of HISS 3 financial trans¬ 
actions set out 0 Information re WILLIAM 
EDWARD CRANE obtained from MRS, PEYTON KERR 
set out* PAUL C 0 DANIELS, GEORGE H, BUTLER, 
associates'of LAURENCE DUGGAN, interviewed* 
Information from INS re ERWIN S„ GELSEY, aka 
ERWIN GELSKY, set out* PAUL R, PORTER, former 
husband of ELEANOR NELSON, interviewed* In¬ 
quiry' re DAVID ZIMMERMAN with aliases* WEBSTER 
CLAY POWELL knew HAROLD WARE, ALGER HISS, 

ELEANOR NELSON, ROBERT COEj denies knowledge 
of Communist affiliations 6 

All, INFORMATION CONTAIHED 

Bureau File No* 7U-1333 

Bureau letter dated January 3 S 1949 

Bureau letter dated December 13, 1948 

Report of Special Agent JOSEPH M c KELLY, dated 

February 8„ 1949* at "NewlYork'City. ' • * 
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■ DETAILS? AT WASHINGTON, D» C, 

ALGER HISS 

Interviews with Friends,. Associates;, 

Neighbors a and Acquaintances _ 

New York teletype of January 28, 19h9 s requested this office to 
• interview LEO PASVOLSKY, of the Brookings Institute, and Colonel SIDNEY F„ 
.GIFFIN, Uo So Air Force, 

Colonel SIDNEY F 0 ' GIFFIN, Chief , World Survey Branch, Air Forces 
Operations, Room i|C~1082 s Pentagon, advised Special Agent JACK S„ TURTON on 
March 31, 1 9k9$ that he hag known ALGER HISS since January 1 9h6o GIFFIN had 
been a member of a joint committee composed of Army and Navy officers and 
State Department representatives, the purpose of which was the study and the 
development of security measures for the United States and an analysis of 
world affairs reflecting on United States security,. 

GIFFIN attended a number of committee meetings at which HISS was 
present in his capacity of Chief of the Special Political Affairs Division 
of the Department of State,. In addition, GIFFIN spent two weeks in August 
191+7.0. at a seminar conducted by the Brookings Institute at Dartmouth College, 
He has also had contacts with HISS since the latter assumed the presidency of • 
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, He considered HISS to be a 
friend, even though he has known him only professionally and has never visited 
HISS* home, nor has HISS visited the GIFFIN home, GIFFIN stated that he had 
been, in London at the. time the HISS-CHAMBERS case broke in the newspapers in 
the Fall, of 19i?8, Upon reading, of the hearings and of HISS® subsequent in— 

■ volvement, GIFFIN had written HISS a letter. In this letter, he told HISS 
of his regret that as.a result of the "mud slinging" some of the dirt had 
splattered on HISS 5 coat 0 He received a short acknowledgment from HISS, but 
was unable to locate that piece of correspondence, GIFFIN stated that he 
was unable to justify in his own mind the allegation made against HISS, He 
realized that his contact occurred a number of years after HISS* alleged 
activities, but in his opinion, there was no activity on HISS* part that 
would lead" GIFFIN to believe in the accusations against HISS,. GIFFIN had 
had numerous differences of opinions in conversations with HISS, but none 

of the ideas • propounded by HISS led GIFFIN to believe that HISS displayed 
pro-Soviet tendencies in any way. 

With .further reference to the meeting of the Brookings I n s titute 
at Dartmouth College, GIFFIN stated that he had become quite friendly with 
HISS, and that they had worked closely on a number of projects at that 
meeting, GIFFIN described the purpose of the seminar as making available 
the combined state-military views toward the security measures of the United 
States, GIFFIN did not attend the Brookings seminar held at Stanford 
University in June and July 19h7 s but was aware of the fact that HISS had 
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attended this conference, He made available a letter "written to him by 
HISS at the time that HISS returned an original document to GIFFINo GIF- 
FIN stated that this document was a paper on American security "which he had 
"written and had sent to HISS in order to obtain HISS* ideas on the papers 
This letter has been submitted to the Federal Bureau, of Investigation Labora¬ 
tory for appropriate typewriter examination, 

LEO PASVQISKY, Brookings Institute,, Washington, D, C», advised 
Special Agent JACK S, TURTON, on February 8, ISbS;, that he has been employed 
by the Institute since 1922, and was on ‘leave of absence from Brookings 
Institute during the period he was employed by the State Department, PAS¬ 
VOLSKY stated that ALGER HISS entered the State Department to work for 
FRANCIS Bo SAYRE, inasmuch as SAYRE desired an attorney as an assistant in 
the Trade Agreements Division of the State Department, PASVOLSKY advised 
that. when SAYRE left the State Department to go to the Philippine Islands, 
HISS transferred to work for STANLEY HORNBECKo As far as he could remember, 
HISS stayed with HORNHECK until approximately 191+lu 

PASVOLSKY stated that HISS was appointed to the Staff that at¬ 
tended the Yalta Conference by the Secretary of State, He was further ap¬ 
pointed as Secretary General at the San Francisco Conference by Secretary of 
State STETTINIUS, and this, appointment had the approval of the late President 
ROOSEVELT, 


PASVOLSKY stated he is not aware of any person or persons "who may 
have been behind HISS in HISS 3 government employment, and knows of no one 
■who was sponsoring him. He did not know HISS at all well socially^ his 
family had never exchanged visits with the HISS family, and he knows of 
none of H±SS“ friends, 

PASVOLSKY has never been closely associated with the Carnegie 
Endowment and did not discuss HISS 5 appointment to the position as President 
with JOHN FOSTER DULLES 0 PASVOLSKY advised HISS 3 appointment to the Carnegie 
Institute position was considered a 'very good one by a number of people, inas¬ 
much as HISS had turned out to be an excellent administrator, PASVOLSKY 
stated no one had ever given much thought to HISS 3 ability along this line, 
hut that he had turned out to be an excellent administrator at the Dumbarton 
Oaks Conference, 

He was unable to locate any typewritten correspondence from ALGER 
HISS, He has been advised by JOSEPH VALIENTINE that HISS had had no corres¬ 
pondence with the business office of the Brookings Institute, Washington, 


Bureau letter dated March 18, 19U9, instructed this office to 
interview RICHARD B, FLOURNEY, On March 23 P 19k9 P RICHARD W. FLOURNOY, 

111 West Leland Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland, was Interviewed at his home 
by Special Agent JOHN B, VAN ETTSN, MR, FLOURNOY, who is presently retired 
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after serving as a Legal Advisor with the State Department for a consider¬ 
able number of years, furnished the following informations 

He first became acquainted with ALGER HISS in approximately 19liO, 
at which time, FLOURNOY, in his capacity as Legal Advisor 9 was working on 
various trade agreements and had some business contact with ALGER HISS 0 
FLOURNOY was never other than casually acquainted with ALGER HISS and, to 
his knowledge, they had never met socially in the same social circles He 
has 5 to his knowledge, never received any correspondence from ALGER HISS 
either in typewriting or in longhand and he knows nobody who might be of 
aid in this regard 0 

Although the City Directory reflects that FLOURNOY resided only 
one block from ALGER HISS on P Street., Northwest, FLOURNOY was unaware of 
this fact and stated that his entire contact with ALGER HISS had been limited 
to matters of business at the State Department. 0 He was unable to identify 
the photograph of YilHITTAKER CHAMBERS, although he thought the photograph used 
•by "vVHrfTAKER CHAMBERS as DAVID BREEN, to obtain a passport in 1935, was 
familiaro He could not identify this photograph with any particular indi¬ 
vidual. 


In view of the fact the referenced Bureau letter requests that a 
RICHARD B, FLOURNB Y be interviewed, it was considered advisable to determine 
whether the above FLOURNOY was identical with the person referred to in the 
Bureau 6 s letter, FLOURNOY advised that he was well acquainted with ALBERT 
LEVITT, who had formerly been with the Department of Justice, and it is 
presumed that RICHARD B, FLOURI'EI and RICHARD W, FLOURNOY are actually one 
and the same person. 

By teletype dated March 22, 19l£, New York Office requested that 
HOWARD Go JOHNSON, Chief of the Division for United Nations Security Affairs, 
U 0 So Department of State, be interviewed. On March 28, 19if-9, JOHNSON was 
interviewed at his office. Room 609, 2X45 C Street, Northwest, Annex No 0 5, 

Uo S, Department- of State', by Special Agent DONALD* D 0 CONNORS, 

JOHNSON advised he resides at 4?31 Fulton Street, Northwest, and 
that he was first employed by the State Department in October, 1945 c He 
stated it was some time after that when he'first met HISS, JOHNSON advised 
that although he was a member of the Secretariat at the San Francisco United 
Nations Conference, he did not know HISS until, after the conference. He 
pointed out that he knew HISS only for a very short time and that he did 
not know him socially,. He said that his acquaintance with HISS on all counts 
was extremely slight-, JOHNSON did not recognize pictures of CHAMBERS, ad¬ 
vised that he had never met* CHAMBERS, and that he had no correspondence from 
HISS, He advised that in view of his slight acquaintance with HISS, he had 
no reason or occasion to doubt HISS 6 loyalty 0 
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New York teletype dated February 2k s 1 9k9<, requested th'is office 
to interview MRS, RELLA R. SCHWARTZ, a former employee of the Agriculture 
Adjustment Administration,, 

MRS. RELLA R» SCHWARTZ,. nee L. RELLA RESNICK, was interviewed at 
her office. Room 800, Hibbs Building' on March 16, 19^9, by Special Agent 
FRANCIS R. McGINTY. MRS. SCHWARTZ advised she was appointed a Junior At¬ 
torney in 193h s and was employed at the litigation Section, Agriculture 
Adjustment Administration,, Her..work in the capacity of a Junior Attorney 
consisted mostly of briefing cases, and doing considerable research work 
in the library. As a result, she did not come in contact with the more 
prominent attorneys in the Agriculture Adjustment Administration. While 
working at the AM, she was' studying hard for the bar examinations and as 
a result, had little time for social activities •which -would have brought 
her in contact, with other attorneys in the AAA„' She did, however, have 
an initial interview with LEE PRESSMAN, who was otie of the most prominent 
attorneys, but does not recall meeting or seeing ALGER HISS. The nature, 
of her work did not bring her in' contact with the head attorneys at the AAA 
and as a result,' she was never acquainted with ALGER HISS, nor would she 
know him or his acquaintances. MRS. SCHWARTZ advised she had no reason 
to receive any correspondence from ALGER HISS, nor was she acquainted 
socially with him. 

MRS. SCHWARTZ stated she was not aware of the fact that ALGER HISS 
had been employed by the AAA during the period she was employed with them 
until she read the recent news releases concerning MR. HISS’ activities in 
government employment. To the best of her knowledge, MRS. SCHWARTZ recalls 
she left the AM the latter part of 1935, and has forgotten most of the 
people who were employed .there in 193^ 1935, and as a result, could not 

recall ary specific names. 

Referenced New York report requested this office to interview 
General TELFORD TAYLOR, who had been associated'with ALGER HISS in the 
Agriculture Adjustment Administration. 

Brigadier General TELFORD TAYLOR, Head of the War Crimes Section, 

U. S. Army, was interviewed in his office in the Pentagon Building by Special 
Agent THOMAS J. BARRY on March 2, 19^9, and advised as follows: 

TAYLOR first met HISS in 193^, when TAYLOR had gone to work for 
the AAA in the Agriculture Department. He was somewhat younger than HISS 
and never considered himself to be a very close friend. After the "purge" 
in the Agriculture Department, in which JEROME FRANK, LEE PRESSMAN, .and . 
others, had lost.their jobs, while ALGER HISS was not one of thosepurged, 

HISS made a statement to the effect that he was in favor of those people 
who had been purged and it was shortly thereafter that HISS resigned. TAYLOR 
took over part of HISS’ duties and, therefore, worked closely with HISS for 
a few weeks in order to become acquainted with his duties. After HISS resigned, 
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TAILOR only saw him a few times on the occasion of cocktail parties and 
the like 0 TAILOR entered the Justice Department -in about September 1939, 
and in 19l*3, entered the U. S, Army and.went overseas. From that time, 
until May 191*8, he had not seen or heard of ALGER HISS. When he ‘returned 
from overseas, in May 191$, he contacted HISS in connection with his work 
with the War- Crimes Trial, since he wanted HISS to publish some informa- 
tion concerning the trial, the arrangements for which were to be made by 
the Carnegie Endowment Fund for Peace, with which HISS was by then con¬ 
nected. 


About October 191*8, after the charges against HISS had appeared 
in the newspapers, but before the "pumpkin papers" had been exposed, HISS 
got in touch with TAILOR. According to TAILOR, the reason for this was 
that HISS told him he wanted to go over some of the things that had. happened 
during the period of their, joint employment in the Agriculture Department 
in order to refresh HISS’ memory. TAILOR was shown pictures of WHITTAKER 
CHAMBERS and failed to identify him. He stated he had never seen or heard 
of CHAMBERS. During TAILOR’S employment at the Agriculture Department, he 
believes that he may have been in the HISS home about six times, and that 
HISS and his wife came to the TAILOR home about the same number of times. 

He did not recall seeing a typewriter in the HISS home.- He commented that 
when the matter broke in the newspapers, it was a complete shock to him, 
as he had never had any indication that HISS was a Communist,, or in any way 
involved in a conspiracy to obtain Government secrets. At the present time, 
his feelings are- akin to those of DEAN AGHESON and-he is waiting until the 
court action to see whether HISS is proven guilty or not before coming to 
any conclusion with regard to HISS 3 guilt. 

By letter dated March If., 191*9, the Bureau suggested that former 
neighbors of ALGER HISS be interviewed. 

MRS. ERNEST I. LEWIS, 3099 0. Street, Nprthwest, advised Special 
Agent WILLIAM H. ATKINSON on March 9, 19l*9, that she met PRISCILLA HISS 
sometime around 191*1. She could not fix the exact time, but stated that 
PRISCILIA’s child, TONI, was still kept in his play pen. She advised that 
she was never an intimate friend of PRISCILLA HISS, but that she was a social 
acquaintance until PRISCILLA HISS left Washington, D. C., in 19l*7. She visited 
the HISS home on Volta Place on one occasion and visited.their home in the 
3200 block of P Street on two or three occasions. She could not furnish the 
names of baby sitters, maids, or other employees of the HISS household. She 
could not recall any typewriter in the home and advised that she has had no 
correspondence with PRISCILLA HISS, except a letter to PRISCILLA sympathizing 
with her after ALGER HISS was charged before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities. PRISCILLA answered her letter, but MRS. LEWIS advised that that 
letter has since been destroyed. 

MRS, LEWIS advised that she attended several hearings of the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities and that she was present when HISS and 
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CHAMBERS first confronted each other* She could not recall ever having, 
seen WHITTAKER CHAMBERS prior to that time 0 She also examined the photo¬ 
graphs of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS which were taken in'the middle thirties and 
advised that, she could not identify-that individual* 

She could not recall any acquaintances of PRISCILLA. HISS who- were 
known by the name of CARL CARLSON, GEORGE CROSLEY, or WHITTAKER CHAMBERS* 

She emphasized that PRISCILLA was much’younger than she, and that her only 
.contact with her was at teas, parties, and other social affairs in Washing- — 
ton* She believes that she met ALGER on- one occasion* She knew of nothing 
which would indicate that the HISS’ were engaged in subversive activities*' 

MRS* HUGHES CALL, 16?5 35th Street, Northwest, advised that she • 
was active as one of the Co-Directors of the Foxhall- Nursery School, which 
was conducted in the Parish Hall at Foxhall and Reservoir, Road, Northwest, 

■ from 19h5 through 1 '9ltf. During that time, PRISCILLA HISS enrolled her child, 
TONY. HISS, in the nursery school* Through this relationship, MRS. CALL be¬ 
came acquainted with PRISCILLA HISS * - She also indicated that, she met PRISC ILLA 
HISS at teas given by her mother, MRS* ERNEST I, LEWIS, and at social affairs, 
given-by other-residents in Georgetown* MRS* CALL advised that she is much ■ 
younger than PRISCILLA HISS and that she never became a good friend. She ■ 
believes that she was in the HISS home on one or two occasions, but could 
furnish no information concerning a typewriter, household employees, or baby 
sitters*, She has never corresponded with either ALGER or PRISC ILLA HISS. 

MRS*. BENNETT PHELPS STILES, 1|03 South Washington Street, Alexandria, 
Virginia, advised that she was a -sister of MRS* FERDINAND AUGUSTUS SILCOX, 

She stated that MR* SILCOX was called to Washington, D. C.,‘ in 1936, to. be¬ 
come Chief Forester of the United States* At that time, he rented, a house 
in Georgetown and resided in this home from three to nine months. He soon 
obtained .permanent quarters and moved to Alexandria, Virginia, She could 
furnish no information regarding the address of the house which was leased 
in Georgetown, nor could she furnish the name of the person who owned that 
houseo She advised that her brother—in—law died in 1939, and that her sister 
died in Alexandria,. Virginia, in November of 19^8* She advised that they 
had no'children* 

Colonel and MRS* FREDERICK W* BOTE, 1*511 Cathedral Avenue, North¬ 
west, advised Special Agent WILLIAM H. ATKINSON on March 9, 191*9, that from 
March 1938, through- September. 1939, they rented a home at 151|5 35th Street, 
from Admiral SHARP* They advised that they were not acquainted with the 
people who resided at 3l|l5 Volta Places however, they frequently looked-over 
the high board fence which separated their back yards and admired the roses 
in the yard at that address* They knew none of the employees at that address 
and did not recognize the name of ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS, WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, 
GEORGE CROSLEY, or CARL CARLSON, They also examined photographs of WHITTAKER 
CHAMBERS and ALGER HISS, but were unable to identify either of these men. 
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MRS, ELINOR T, DONALDSON, 2234 Decatur Place, Northwest, advised 
Special Agent YfULIAM H. ATKINSON on March 10, 1949, that she met KATHERINE 
HISS around 1939 or 1940, - as they were both serving in the American Women's 
• Volunteer Service in Washington, D» C. She also met KATHERINE HISS at 
various social functions in Washington, D. C. She recalls that KATHERINE 
and DONALD HISS were very .close friends of an old friend of .hers,' MRS, L.' 
CORRIN STRONG, She advised' that she has probably met ALGER and .PRISCILLA 
HISS, but ,she cainnot recall it at this time. She has never corresponded 
with ALGER pr PRISCILLA HISS and has never visited their home. She ex¬ 
amined the photographs of ALGER HISS add WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, but was unable 
to identify either of these individuals, . 

By teletype dated March 11, 1949, the New York Office requested that 
GARDNER JACKSON be re-interviewed iri connection with the Twentieth Anniversary 
Petition of the SACCO and VANZETTI case. On March 17, 19k9, JACKSON was • 
interviewed at his office, the Cooperative League of .the United States of 
America, 726 Jackson.Place, Northwest, by Special Agent DONALD D. CONNORS, 
JACKSON recalled that he had sent a copy of the afore-mentioned petition to 
'ALGER HISS in 1947, when this petition was published. HISS returned the 
petition with a letter in which HISS indicated that he felt he could not 
sign the petition because his position as President of the Carnegie Peace 
Foundation precluded his taking so positive a stand in- any highly contro¬ 
versial matter. JACKSON advised that although he is- unable to find HISS* 
letter, and has not read it for a year or so, there is nothing in this letter - 
to indicate that HISS was sympathetic to, the Communist Party or to Soviet 
Russia. He recalled that a number of individuals did refuse to sign this 
petition on the grounds that it was "Red baiting" and added to the "anti—, 
Soviet'hysteria" sweeping the country, . . 

MR, THOMAS B. NOLAN, Assistant Chief Geologist, U. S. Geological 
Survey, Department of Interior, was interviewed on March 17, 1949, by Special 
Agent EKVARD F.’ HUMMER at his office in the Old Interior Building, concern¬ 
ing his knowledge as to whether ALGER HISS visited Longview, Accokeek, 
Maryland, on or about July 4, . 1937 , 

MR. NOLAN stated that prior to 1937, he was frequently a week-end 
guest at the estate of MR. - and MRS, HENRY G. FERGUSON at Accokeek, Maryland, 
but after -1937, the year his son was born, his visits there were more, or less 
infrequent. Inasmuch as.he was the guest of the FERGUSONS, he did not know 
the identity of the persons who visited SALLY RINGE and LENORE THOMAS at 
Longview, the adjoining property which was owned by. the FERGUSONS- and rented 
to the two girls. • NOLAN stated that it was customary for the THOMAS and 
RINGE guests to come over to the FERGUSON property and use the volley - ball 
court.. 


NOLAN stated that he never met ALGER HISS and only knows him 
through the publicity of this case -and, therefore,, he cannot say whether 
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HISS was a visitor at Longview, He was shown a picture of ALGER HISS 
taken In 1934;,' and stated that he had no recollection of HISS ever being 
there, FERGUSON characterized the two .girls, LENORE THOMAS and SALLY 
■RINGS, as well as most of their guests, as being ”ultra liberals or new • 
dealers,” By this, he meant that they invariably, in their discussions, 
advocated the extreme left wing views at the time,-but he had no dis¬ 
cussions with the two girls or the guests indicating their membership in 
the Communist Party,, NOLAN stated that he - recalls, a red-headed man there, 
but.-he did not know-his name. In recent conversations with the FERGUSONS, 
the latter have identified him' to NOLAN as being CHARLES'KRAMER, 

Investigation to Locate 
Woodstock Typewriter 

. The report of Special Agent, DANIEL'F„ X, CALLAHAN in this matter, 
dated February 17,' 1 9h9 s at Baltimore, Maryland, requested this office to 
recontact the -Arlington-Typewriter Company in an effort to locate SILVIA 
STEVENSo. 


MRS o SYLVIA STEPHENS, Lakeland, Maryland, advised Special Agent 
WILLIAM H. ATKINSON that in January or February of 1942, she purchased a 
typewriter from the MacDONALD® s Typewriter Company, 818 Fourteenth Street, 
Northwest, It is to be noted that this typewriter .company is associated 
with the Arlington Typewriter Company and the District Typewriter Company, and 
all the records of these companies are maintained by the District Typewriter- 
Company at 8l8 Fourteenth Street, Northwest,. 

Typewriter specimens obtained by Agent ATKINSON on March 9, 19k9, 
from Woodstock typewriter No, 162202, which is presently owned by MRS. 
ST&PH&NS, were forwarded .to the Federal Bureau- of Investigation Laboratory 
• on March 10, 1949. - The Federal Bureau of Investigation Laboratory advised 
. in letter dated March 11, 1949, that Woodstock typewriter No, 162202 was 
not the- machine that, was used to type, the documents turned over by CH AMBERS . 

By letter dated March 16, 1949, the Bureau.requested the re- 
interview of HARRY C. FELDSTONE, 1531 Wisconsin Avenue, Northwest. 

FEDLSTONE was reinterviewed on Mar.ch 22, 1949, at his place of 
business by Special Agents JOHN E, HOWARD and CHARLES. W, PEASINGER. He ad- ' 
vised that since his previous interview by Agents on February 4, 1949, he 
had located his book of sales and purchases covering dates up to 1935, 

The only record, book hot located was for the-period 1935 throu gh 1943. F ELD - 
oTONE -advised; that when he -moved from l5l6 Wisconsin Avenue, Northwest, about 
a, year .ago, he had destroyed a lot of old papers and misplaced a lot of others 
and he believes that instant book has been thrown away 0 

Previous statements made by FELDSTONE were gone over with him care¬ 
fully but no additional data pertaining to instant typewriter was obt a i n ed, 
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He continues to state that, he can recall no purchases of Woodstock type-' 
■writers, nor can he recall any dealings with ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS or 
TIMOTHY HOBSON. ■ 

FELDSTONE was advised concerning his notarization of HOBSON 1 s 
naval papers- and asked for his comment. He stated he .could hot recall 
this notarization,. He stated, that he notarized many such navy papers 
during the war, bub that he 'could not recall PRISCILLA or TIMOTHY. FELD- 
STONE stated that when‘someone asks him for a notarization that he requests 
that person to identify himself by some official or semi-official document, 
e.i.-, draft card, driver’s license, et.c. He cannot recall PRISCILLA HISS 
.or what identification she may have used. 

With FELDSTONE’s permission. Agents examined his filing cabinet, 
and desk, as well as’old.files he maintained in the basement,' but no perti¬ 
nent records-were located. FELDSTONE, subsequently, advised that he rented 
.an old garage in the rear of l£l6 Yfisconsin Avenue, Northwest, as a storage 
place and that possibly some old records might be there. FELDSTONE ac¬ 
companied Agents to this garage and a search thereof located, a quantity of 
check stubs and "two old typewriters which were not Woodstocks. FELDSTONE 
advised that whenever he made a purchase that he paid‘for it by check. His 
check stubs were .examined for the period 1937 through 1 9A3, but no record 
of a typewriter purchase or any payment of .interest was noted. 

FELDSTONE advised that he would continue to make- efforts to recall 
any information of interest to instant investigation and that though he could 
not think of anywhere else that instant. purchase book might be located, he 
would continue.to make efforts to locate it and would contact interviewing 
Agents in that event. ■ FELDSTONE appeared to be entirely cooperative and 
concerned with emphasizing his desire to cooperate-in any-way possible. 

He stated that he could not positively affirm that he had not purchased " 

■ instant'typewriter, but, that if he had, he had no.-recollection thereof.. 

File Review", HISS’ Financial 
Transactions ■ 


Reference is made to Bureau letter to, the Washington Field dated 
March A, 19A9, which requested the Washington Field Office- to determine- if. 
ftOO was redeposited in their bank account by either of' the HISS’ immediately 
subsequent to November 19, 1937, thus substantiating the allegation, of • 
CHAMBERS that the money was repaid to the HISS’ by Colonel BYKOV. This 
■letter also requested this office to check the case file for any inf or- ' 
mation as to why the HISS'- would withdraw $>A00 from their savings account 
on November 19, 1937.. ' - . 

The report of Special Agent (A) J,'BERNARD COOK, dated March 1A, 
19A9., at Washington, D„ C., reported that PRISCILLA HISS withdrew $A00 from 
the HISS joint savings account No. 10931, at the Farmers and Mechanics 
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Branch, Ri'ggs 'National Bank,.Washington, D. C., on NovemberThis 
report contains a. detailed analysis showing withdrawals, ■ depd^ Tr^^ jgrlp" 
tioii of deposits when available, and balance of’ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS’ 
savings, account from November 4, 1936, through October 1, 1948. This 
report also contains ah analysis showing, deposits, description of deposits 
when available, and balance for the HISS checking account.at 'the same bank 
from June 6, 1934,- through-February 4-, 1949o 

Examination of the analysis of the HISS’ savings account reflects 
that after the’, withdrawal of the: above-mentioned $400 on November 19, 1937, 
the balance remained-under #100 until-May 8, 1939, when #200 was deposited 
into the account* .This brought the balance .in the account up to $202.29* 

'The deposit of $200 was unidentified, in .the analysis.’ 

An analysis of the HISS’ checking account for the year 1937, failed 
to list any .material deposit that-does not regularly appear month after month 
except for a deposit made on May 19, 1937, in the amount of $657.42. The 
•analysis reflects.-that the deposit slip for this deposit bore the notation- 
"Heinold." On. December 8, 1937, a $300 deposit was made, the analysis re¬ 
flecting that the source is unidentified*. After December 8, 1937, the 
following deposits that have not' appeared regularly each month were noted: 

(1) On February 5, 1938, a check for $116 that was 

• . drawn on the Muns.ey Trust Company, Washington, 

D*. Co, was- deposited* ■ 

. (2) On June 18, 1938, .a deposit, of’ $ij.00 was made.’ The 

checking account analysis reflects the source was 
•unidentified* 

(3) ’.On November. 28, 1938, a deposit of $400 was made. 

The checking account analysis reflects that. the. 
source: was'unidentified. 

Offices.covering the location of payments that were listed on 
deposit slips have been requested to attempt to determine the source of 
deposits to the HISS’ .-accounts by contacting payments on which deposit 
• checks were drawn. . 

Family Illness and Hospitalization 

The review of the file revealed that TIMOTHY HOBSON, a stepson of 
ALGER HISS, was injured at 27th and P Streets, Northwest, by a car driven 
.by GE0R.GE E. KILLEEN, 3117 N- Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C«, on'Febru¬ 
ary 19, 1937*. .TIMOTHY HOBSON whs admitted to Georgetown University Hospital 
for treatment of a broken leg on February. 19,. 1937, and he was released from 
the hospital on February 27, 1937. He was treated by DR. PAUL O’CONNELL and 
. DR. MARGARET NICHOLSON. ' 
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• Doctors and dentists who have treated the HISS family and repre¬ 

sentatives of .hospitals where-'members of’ the- family have been patients, have 
been contacted-by Agents of .this office, but no data appears in the file 
that would indicate details regarding' the financial relationship between 
them. Thus, there is no indication that unusual medical expenses arose 
around-November 1937 } however, interview with friends and associates did 
not reveal ary'known illness or operation during this period# 

Purchase of Automobile . 

The files of the Credit Bureau, 1221 G Street,- Northwest, reflect 
that ALGER HISS,-2905 P Street, Northwest, on October 7, 1935, purchased..from • 
the Smoot Motor•Company, a Plymouth, Motor No# PJ.295368, 'for #723»85* HISS 
made a cash down payment and the balance of' $621# 35 was to'be paid in two 
monthly installments of #200 and' one installment of #221.35.' 

Furniture . . ■ 

• MARTHA POPE advised that she was employed by the HISS' as a maid 
from 1930 to 1935, at 3^11 0 Street, Northwest j 2831 28th Street, Northwest, 
and for about a month after they moved to 2905 P Street, Northwest, around 
' May 1, 1935. (The HISS* lived at 2905 ;P Street, Northwest, from May 1, 1935, 
to June 15, -1936).# She.stated that HISS rented-the P Street house furnished, 
that she' does -not recall any .furniture being removed from the apartment on 
28th Street to P Street, and that the' HISS 1 carried their personal-belongings 
to; P Street in their automobile# 

CLAUDIE CATLETT, amaid employed by the HISS' about six months before 
the HISS’ moved to the house on 30th Street, (HISS moved from 2905 P Street to 
• 1245 30th Street,- on June'l5, 1936)' until the Summer of 1938, advised that 
most of the furniture in the house at 2905 P Street,. Northwest, was not the 
■ property of the HISS’ and was left in the house when .they moved to 1 2 bS 30th 
Street, Northwest. They did move several chairs', a secretary, a small table, 

: their books and typewriter and their personal belongings by. moving van. • She 
stated-that when the HISS’ moved from 30th Street to 3ijl5 Volta Place, North¬ 
west, around January of 1938, their furniture and household effects were 
moved by van# In fact, .she. indicated in her signed statement that they 
moved everything from the 30th Street house to Volta Place,, with the ex¬ 
ception of a kitchen- stove and other such fixtures# She reported-that a 
red rug With a fringe was stored by the HISS' in a closet at 12h$ 30th Street, 
Northwest, but- that after they moved to Volta Place, it was placed on the 
. floor of TIM HOBSON's room.' 

. Real Estate and House , Kisseloff-7146 

The files of the Real Estate Tax Division- reflect that on Septem¬ 
ber 28, -19i|3, ALGER HISS purchased the residence at 3210. P Street, Ngrth- 
west, from PRENTISS B« GILBERT and that he sold the residence oh October 25, 

' 1947, -tp BEMTRAM-and RUTH SORELS BENDICT. All -other residences. in Washington, 
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D.' C., were, rented by ALGER HISS and there was rio information in the files 
pertaining to the amount of the monthly rent# 

Insurance Premiums 

On December 13* 1948* MR. LEO D. FITZGERALD* Associate Counsel for 
the Equitable .Life. Assurance Company of the United States, advised that 
ALGER HISS wSs. an assured of that .company. Information regarding monthly 
or annual premiums, etc,* was not reported. The case files do not reflect 
any other insurance policies for the-HISS’o' •" 

TIMOTHY HOBSON’s- Education 

' MR* FRANCIS THAYER HOBSON*. 42i> Fourth Avenue, New York City, ad¬ 
vised on December 16,, 1948* that- he personally made arrangements for all of 
TIMOTHY HOBSON’s schooling and had personally paid-the bills for same by 
check* . 

PRISCILLA HISS’ - Schooling 

The files reflect that PRISCILLA attended summer school in Chemistry 
at the University of Maryland, in 1937,* and that. she.enrolled-at Georgetown 
University on September 17* 1937* and withdrew December 13, 1937* Financial 
data regarding, these studies .is not available in the files. 


Credit 

. Results of Credit Agency checks in Washington, D. C., were reported 
on'pages 76 and 77,- in the report of Special Agent COURTLAND J, JONES, dated 
January 28, 1949* at Washington, D. C.', 

Investigation reflects that the following accounts were opened by 
the HISS.’ subsequent to November 19, 1937: 

Business Establishment Date Account Opened ■ 


Julius Garfinckel and Company September 21* 1940 

B, Rich Sons Shoe Store September 1936'' 

Raleigh Haberdashery. October 1940 

Standard Oil Company of New Jersey- October 1940 

'MISS JANET HELMFELD, Auditor, W & J SLOANE, 1217 Connecticut'. 
Avenue, Northwest, advised that when'.the office, was moved from 709 21st 
Street, Northwest, that all old records were destroyed. Present records were 
reviewed and ..they revealed no account for ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS. . (Credit 
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Bureau .report dated October 23* 19l*0, indicates ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS . 
opened an account with W& J. SLOANE in September 193,6). There is an account 
in the name of DONALD HISS and Records- indicated that he purchased a rug in 
May of 19l*7.' . .. ' . 

On page 121, in the report of .Special Agent JOSEPH M, KELLY, dated 
February 8, 19l*9, at New York City, MARIAN KENNY, Assistant, Credit Manager, 
Best.and Comparyy 5lst Street and Fifth Avenue, New York City, advised that 
MRS, ALGER (PRISCILLA) HISS opened an account at the Washington, D.C., store 
of Best and Company on September 26, 1938. This account represents a thirty- 
day charge account with a limitation of $150. The account.was settled in 
191*3. ■ . . ' . ■ • • • .. : ‘ • . , , • ' • ■ 

' MR.- G, H. RAITT-, Credit Manager, Standard Oil.Company of New 
•Jersey, 26l Constitution Avenue, Northwest, advised that ALGER HISS opened 
a fuel oil account in October of. 19l*0, but that all records pertaining to 
the account are maintained'in the Baltimore office. 

A teletype to the Director from the Baltimore Office dated March 15, 
19l*9, reflects that HISS opened a,fuel oil account on October 30, 19^0,' and 
that.no record of gasoline charge' account in the name of ALGER and PRISCILLA 
HISS could be located in the credit records of the Shell Oil Company,. Inc., 
Esso Standard Oil Company, Sinclair Oil Company, Sherwood Oil Company, or 
the American Oil • Company,! all .Baltimore, Maryland. ■ 

MR. FRANK. SCOT-Tj Credit Manager, Woodward and : Lothrop Department 
Store, advised that an account in the name of ALGER and PRISCILLA HISS had 1 
been, opened on September lb, 1935. MRS. 'fflELMABBDGIf, Credit Department, • 
Woodward and Lothrop, advised that the credit account records .are only 
kept for. three years unless some unusual reason'exists to keep an individual 
account. She stated that all ledger references pertaining to 1931 and 1938 
credit, accounts have been destroyed many years, ago.. - ’ 

MRS. ROSE G. BREAHLT, Credit Manager, • Brentano’s Bookstore, 1322 
■ F Street, Northwest, advised that ,an account, for MRS. ALGER HISS .was opened 
in October 1929, that the Original credit application and old ledger sheets 
have been destroyed and that the-current ledger card reflects the highest 
credit ever extended to the HISS’ was-$38.50.in November - December,-19U6. 

• MR-, WILLIAM KING of- the W.-S. King and Son Coal-Company, 2ll*l - 
30th Street, Northwest, advised that his records show. ALGER HISS purchased 
coal on credit during the Winter of 1930o- No other information was available. 

ELIZABETH L, JACKSON, 3112 Q Street, Northwest, advised that she 
was Secretary-Treasurer .of. Preece and Curtis, Inc.,- a woman’s store formerly 
located at lOlij. Connecticut Avenue,- Northwest. She advised-that this busi¬ 
ness was sold in July of 19l*7, and that all records were'destroyed except 
' f.or customer accounts that had not been, settled. She does not have any . 
records of the'store pertaining'to ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS. She ■ reported 
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that she knew MRS,. HISS in a business way, as she had been a regular customer 
since about 1936 or 1937. She recalled that'MRS. HISS usually purchased 
sport clothes and suits that ran from $19.95 to $29.00. The HISS’ settled 
their account promptly and she believes that the. largest credit balance 
would be somewhere between $50.00 and $125*00. . 

Credit application^ that were executed by either; ALGER or PRIS¬ 
CILLA HISS in most of the foregoing business.establishments have been • 
destroyed* The credit application that was executed'by MRS., HISS at B,. 

•Rich and Son Shoe Store lists credit references that have previously been 
contacted and. explained above. 

WILLIAM EDWARD CRANE 
Interview with MRS. PEYTON KERR 

By teletype dated March 9 3 1 9h9 s the New York Office advised that 
in about 1936, or 1937 3 WILLIAM EDWARD CRANE attempted to develop MR.' and 
MRS. PEYTON KERR .as. sources of information for a Soviet espionage apparatus, 
but that this attempt was unsuccessful. This office was requested to inter¬ 
view MR. and MRS. PEYTON KERR. ' ' 

On March 18, 19^9, MRS. PEYTON KERR was interviewed at her home, 

A21 Argyle Drive, Alexandria, by Special Agent DONALD D. COMORS. She ad¬ 
vised that her husband is now First Secretary of the United States Embassy 
at New Delhi, India, and- that he has been in this position for approximately 
four months. . She and-the children intend to join him there and planned to 
leave the United States approximately April 5, 19A9. 

.After a moment’s hesitation, MRS, KERR recognized a-picture of • 
CRANE and correctly identified him. She stated that her' husband had .met 
CRANE at the University of California, at Berkeley, California, while MR-. 
KERR was attending college there in. about 1933-or 193U. According to MRS. 
KERR, her husband was well acquainted .with one MARGARET GUTELIUS, a pre¬ 
medical student • at Berkeley, and through her, -met CRANE. CRANE and GUTELIUS 
were subsequently married. MRS. KERR stated that she and MR, KERR were 
married on July . 10, 193^ s in San Francisco, California, her maiden name 

■ being MARGARET WILSON. She recalls that she associates her first meeting ■ 
•with PEGGY GUTELIUS and WILLIAM CRANE with her own wedding. At that .time, 
CRANE was a free-lance photographer and resided in Berkeley. . In 1935, the 
KERRS left Berkeley and came to Washington, D. C. Sometime later that year, 
CRANE and his wife moved to New York City, where CRANE also operated as a 
free-lance photographer,. 

MRS. KERR advised that both she and her husband were extremely 
fond of CRANE’s wife, but both.regarded CRANE as a braggadocious egomaniac 

■ and both had an intense dislike for CRANE, ■ MRS. KERR advised CRANE’s wife 
to separate from him and she' recalls that in 1936, MARGARET .CRANE did, in 
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fact, leave-WILLIAM CRANEj. and foil caving a brief, and unsuccessful, reconcil¬ 
iation, the CRANES’were-divorced. -According to MRS. KERR, the former MARGARET 
GI3TELIUS CRANE is now MRS. JAMES 'F, WAIT, - a practicing, physician .in Pharr, 

••Texas. ••• „•. ' . ■ 

Following the unsuccessful reconciliation between the CRANES,- 
MARGARET CRANE tpld MRS. KERR that WILLIAM CRANE had made the -remark that, 
he'was photographing national defense installations in NeW. York -City and 
was being paid for this work'by' another nation. 'MRS. KERR stated that there 
Were -no.further details, in regard t.o this statement, but.that she; arid"her 
husband, as well as MARGARET CRANE, could not believe this remark, and at¬ 
tributed it to CRANB’s usual blustering manner. 

She stated, that she and her husband saw the CRANES .probably'no more 
than five or six times from 1935 through the -early part -of 1937,'.at which time 
the CRANES were :d'ivorced. She recalls that MARGARET CRANE, during this time, 
was studying medicine and in the Summer of 1936 or 1937, MRS, CRANE'worked 
in the George Washington Hospital. Cliriic. in Washington, ■ D.' C. ■ She recalls 
that this employment lasted -only about eight weeks and during this time, 

MARGARET CRANE lived at an apartment hotel in the .Northwest section'of 
Washington.. She could not recall the exact location of this hotel, but 
stated that it was rather far out to the East of Connecticut .Avenue. 

MRS. -KERR described MARGARET CRANE'As follows ; 

;• Height : • • ’ 3» . ■ • 

Hair: • Light ■ brown •- 

• Eyes: ’. Blue 

• Build:' Slender 

Agenin 1937.:. 28 - 30. years 

:. .Characteristics:. Excellent .swimmer, formerly 

held summer employment as 
; . Counsel for girls’ camps. 

■ - MRS. KERR recalled that while MARGARET CRANE lived in Washington, 

D. C., WILLIAM'CRANE maintained their residence in New York City, arid did.- 
. not accompany his wife to Washington. 

With regard to the unknown individual whom CRANE alleges he.at¬ 
tempted to develop-, - MRS. KERR could recall no one of her acquaintances • 
who wouiq -fit this description, and advised that she-was rather sure that 
neither she nor her husband had ever- introduced CRANE to any of their friends. 

She pointed - out that CRANE had been in their home in Washington no more than ■ 
two or three times, and because both. she. and .her husband disliked him very 
much, they had made no effort to introduce. CRANE to their circle of acquaintances. 
She also pointed out that CRANE had never urged her, or so far as she knew, 
had never urged her husband to introduce CRANE to anyone. She had never con¬ 
versed with CRANE with respect to the Communist' Party or Soviet Russia and 
. advised-that she had, as a" matter of course, considered'CRANE to be a loyal 
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American citizen, or as .loyal as anyone with his neurotic tendencies could • 
be.- She has not seen CRANE since.either 1936 or 1937, but has occasionally 
corresponded with, his former wife# 

By teletype 'dated March 3, 19h9 $ the New York Office requested that 
the passport records be checked concerning' IRENE FERLA GLAS, nee .GOLDSTEIN, 
with aliases. The records of the Passport Division of the United'States‘De¬ 
partment of Statej contain’ no information concerning this individual. The 
New York Office was so advised by teletype on March 16, 1 9k9* 

By- teletype dated March 2, 19k9 3 the Los Angeles•Office requested' 
this office to check the - records of the Immigration'and Naturalization Service, 
United Stages Department'of Justice, concerning ANTOINETTE SANTUCE, nee' 
BROGELLI, No record of this individual was located in the files of the 
Immigration and' Naturalization Service, and. the Bureau and interested' offices 
were so advised by teletype on March 15, 19k9* 

LAURENCE DUGGAN 

^ . By teletype dated March 9, 19h9<, the Baltimore Office requested 
this office to interview certain former associates of LAURENCE DUGGAN at 
the Department of State. 

'• PAUL CLEMENT DANIELS, Direct or. for American Republics Affairs, 

State Department,’ Room '3Hh, New State Department Building, ‘21st and C Streets, 
Northwest, advised Special Agent Y/ILLIAM H. ATKINSON on March 10, 19k9, that. 
he was assigned to' the Department of State in Washington, D. C., from -Decem¬ 
ber ■ 1939, until- the end of 19h3, as a Desk Officer arid'Assistant Chief, both . 
iri the Latin American Division. (now known as the American Republics Affairs 
Division). He. advised .that during, this.-time, he served under the immediate 
supervision of' LAURENCE DUGGAN and that he worked very closely with him. 

During this time, he knew ALGER HISS casually and he canriot, at this time, 
recall having had ary professional contact with him. - He believed that ALGER ' 
HISS was employed in another division within.the Department of State, and 
that he was never assigned to the Latin American- Division, In this connec¬ 
tion, he stated that he. did-riot know that ALGER .HISS and LAURENCE DUGGAN ever ■ 
shared office space at the Department of State and since they never served, 
in the same division during this time, he could not think of any reason 'why . 
they would share the same office. He advised that he did hot know HISS 
socially; that. he. never • visited his home; that he was not -acquainted with 
his'wife; and that he has never corresponded with either of the HISS’,' He 
stated that his acquaintanceship ; with HISS was' so casual that he was. hot in 
a position to furnish pertinent information. He had the impression that 
HISS and DUGGAN were very close friends, but he could offer nothing to sub¬ 
stantiate .-this impression at this .time. * 

DANIELS examined the photographs of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS which were . 
taken in the middle thirties and advised .that he was unable to identify them, 
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He could recall no visitors or friends of ALGER HISS or 'LAURENCE DUGGAN by 
the name of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, CARL CARLSON, or GEORGE CROSLEY. He ad- ' 
vised that from the end of 1943 until the Fall of 1947, he.served as a 
Foreign.Service Officer in the Department of State outside the continental 
limits of the United States, When he returned to the. Department, ALGER 
HISS had resigned and accepted a position with the Carnegie Foundation, 

GEORGE HOWLAND BUTLER, Deputy Director, Policy- Planning .Staff,' 
Department of State, Room 5l5>2, New State Department Building, 21st and 
•C Streets, Northwest, advised Special Agent WILLIAM H, ATKINSON on March 10, 
1914-9, that he served in'the Department of State in Washington, D. C,, from 
1935 to 1939, as a Desk Officer and Assistant Chief, both in the Division 
' of Latin American Affairs, During the greater part of this service.in the 
State Department, LAURENCE DUGGAN was h-is immediate supervisor and close 
friend. In his opinion, LAURENCE DUGGAN was a thoroughly patriotic American, 
most intelligent, ah outstanding public servant, a man of the highest in¬ 
tegrity, and a person with a high sense of duty to the United States,; He 
advised that, he'knew ALGER HISS casually and he had no social or professional 
contact with him. He has never,visited his home and has never corresponded- 
with ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS, He could offer no information as to whether 
or not. HISS and DUGGAN were close friends, but advised that he is positive 
that they never shared an office at the Department of State during the time 
he was assigned in Washington, .D„ C, From 1939 to early in' I 9 I 4 O, he served 
as Foreign^Service Officer outside the continental limits of the United States 
He was again called back to the Department in February 1945', and sometime 
between that time and September 1946, he was a dinner guest of .one of the 
HISS* — he believes that it was DONALD HISS, 

He examined photographs of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, but was unable to 
identify that individual. He did not recognize the names of WHITTAKER 
CHAMBERS, GEORGE CROSLEY, or CARL CARLSON, and could not remember LAURENCE 
DUGGAN ever having mentioned these names, 

ERWIN S, GELSEY, ALSO KNOWN AS 
ERWIN GELSKY,, ISRAEL GELSKY 

Referenced New York report requested this office to check the 
records- of the Passport Division, United States Department of State, and 
of the: Immigration and Naturalization Service, United States Department of 
Justice, for information concerning ERWIN GELSKY, 

The records of the Passport Division, United States Department of 
State, were' checked on February 16, 1949, by: Special Agent CHESTER C. CRAW¬ 
FORD, with negative results. 

The records of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, United 
States Department of Justice, were checked by the same Agent on February 2i|, 
and March 28, 194-9, and reflected the following information: 
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By order of Supreme Court, Brooklyn,. New York, dated April 10, • 

1 93k 9 ERWIN GELSKY* s name was changed to ERWIN GELSEY. 

In a declaration•of intention, No 0 72730, dated August 28, 1935, 
GELSEY furnished the following information. He gave his' name as ERWIN S c 
'GELSEY,, residing at -ll)16 North Haverhurst Drive, Los Angeles, California. 

He. listed his occupation as Scenario Writer, and reported that he had been 
born December’31,-1899, in Russia, and that that country had constituted his 
last foreign residence. He immigrated to the United .States from Hamburg, 
Germany,' under the name of ISRAEL GELSKY, And entered at the Port of New, 
York, oh October 27, 190U, on the' S.S, .PATRICIA* His description, as 
furnished in the declaration, is as follows: . 

Sex;- Male 

Color: •. ' White 

Complexion:' Ruddy • . 

Eyes: ' • .• Brown 

Hair: > . Red 

Height:- .' . 3“ 8» . 

Weight: • .150 lbs. 

t Race: . Hebrew 

... Nationality: Russian 

• ' .. ■.'. Date, and place December 31, 1899, 

of birth: ' Russia ■’ 

. •' On June' 13, 1914-0, he filed Petition for Naturalization No. 76021:, 

■ at which time, his address was 1250' H.illdale, Lbs Angeles,, California. la¬ 
the petition, he gave his date and place of birth as Bialystok, Poland, bn 
'December' 31* 1899. On 'June-13, 1937* 'he. was married to LOUISE GELSKY at. 
Denver, Colorado. His marital status.at the time this petition was filed ■ 
was divorced. This petition gave his last foreign residence as Vilna,' Russia 

' Naturalization Certificate No. 5188012, dated January 21).,. 19Ul, 
reflects that his residence at that time, was 8819§ Haratt, Los Angeles, 
.California, - He was issued. Alien' Registration- No 0 5395023<»- The file con¬ 
tained no record .of visa re-entry permit No 0 11031+14.7 * 

. Photographs' of GELSEY obtained from the afore-mentioned Immigration 
and Naturalization Service records are being furnished to the Bureau and to 
the New York Office with this report a s enclosures, ' 

ELEANOR NELSON 

MR. PAUL R. PORTER, -Department of State, was interviewed in'his 
office' in the New. State. Department Building, on March 21, 19it9, by Special 
Agents EDWARD F. HUMMER and DONALD D, CONNORS, and'stated the following: 
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. • ' PORTER recalled that he. first met ELEANOR'NELSON in late 1932, and 

that he was' introduced to her by MARY DUBLIN, who is now the wife of LEON 
KEYERSLING. It is PORTER'S recollection that he first met ELEANOR at a 
Socialist' Party Banquet in Baltimore. He states’that this may have been ■ 
in the Spring of.1933, but believes it to be the latter part of 1932.' It 
is noted, that -PORTER married "ELEANOR NELSON in February 1933, and lived with 
her as man and wife until December 1933, although during most of this time, 
they maintained separate' domiciles. PORTER stated that he was employed in 
New York- City,- and ELE ANOR NELSON was employed in the Labor Department, 
Washington, D. C. She resided on Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest, in about 
the 2l*00 or 2500. block. , . • ; ’ 

In May 1933, PORTER was sent to Philadelphia as a Socialist Party 
organizer,' where he maintained an apartment over- Party headquarters somewhere 
on 52nd Street. During, this period,' PORTER and NELSON spent most of their 
week ends together -in Philadelphia or New York. 

In .the early part- of 193k, PORTER, who. had .tuberculosis, was con¬ 
fined in a sanitarium in the Adirondack Mountains in New York State. In • 

July. 193k, NELSON visited him at the sanitarium, and arrangements were made 
at- that time for' the'divorce. PORTER recalls that he saw NELSON again in 
October 193k,' -March - 1937, and that the last time he saw her was in Pittsburgh 
in 1938., He stated that she arranged the divorce and procured it in the District 
. of Columbia. He advised that- one of the main reasons their marriage bftoke up 
was because shortly after he knew ELEANOR, she began'to come under the in¬ 
fluence of the. Communist Party, whereas he was a staunch Socialist, and be¬ 
lieved ELEANOR NELSON to be one at the time of their marriage. PORTER advised • 
that he had no idea that NELSON was involved in any. espionage activities,. 

. In - the latter states of their marriage, and after the divorce-,• he came, to 
realize that E LEA NOR NELSON was aft active and fanatic member of the Communist 
Party. 

With regard -to HAROLD WARE, PORTER advised that he knew WARE to be ' 
aft organizer -bf a farm group in Minnesota, and that he had heard NELSON speak 
bf- -WARE. He also recalled, that one WEBSTER CLAY POWELL was a close.’friend of ■ 
WARE, and' he - had. heard ELEANOR speak of POWELL. Although, he. did not know 
POWELL to be a Communist, he said that he always felt ''some misgivings ' 1 in ■ 
.connection with POWELL, because of his friendship with .WARE. '• . 1‘ 

PORTER did not know ALGER or DONALD HISS at this time, and advised ■ 
that he has never met these individuals, although he is familiar with their ’ 
names. . '• ' ’ •. "' 

PORTER did not know the following individuals: JOHN AET? HENRY '• 

HILL COLLINS?, LEE PRESSMAN (PORTER stated that he later became acquainted 
with PRESSMAN) | ABRAHAM GEORGE SILVERMAN? ROSE CLINTON? CHARLES COE? ROSE 
'COE? VICTOR PERLO?' NATHAN WITT? CHARLES KRAMER? IRMA-RINGS? SALLY RlNGE* ' • 

BOB-STRAUSS? LENORE THOMAS '(now MRS. BOB STRAUSS)? DR. BENJAMIN WEININGER. 
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‘ With respect. to WALTER SASSAMAN, PORTER advised-that he had a faint 
recollection that he knew- this individual, and .connected him in a- vague fashion 
with the Communist Party 0 . • PORTER advised that he knew ROB HALL slightly, and 
that while he,- PORTER, .was- .'organizing a Socialist student's group-at Columbia 
University^ HAIL was organizing a Communist Party National Students-' League, 
also at Columbia, PORTER had no-recollection whatsoever of DAVID CARPENTER, 
with aliases, HAROLD .WILSON, DAVID ZIMMERMAN, and.said further, that.he knew 
.of no HAROLD with whom ELEANOR NELSON was familiar just before'.or after their ■ 
divorce,' although'PORTER indicated that he did not know a great deal_.of’ ELEANOR' 
NELSON's life-following the divorce, -He was unaware that she had remarried, and 
was the mother of a child, 

PORTER did not' know WILLIAM .EDWARD CRANE, WARD PIGMAN, FELIX INSLERMAN, 
.HELEN MILLER,' or ROBERT MARTIN WOHLFORTH , . • ■ 

' 'PORTER advised that this last name was faintly familiar to him. as one 
who served on- the LaF-ollette Committee, PORTER also did'not know ANDRE EMEREE 
under any of her aliases or THELMA OSTER, although,' he.did know by reputation'- 
ROY HUDSON, presently the husband of ANDRE EMEREE,. PORTER advised that he 
knew. STEPHEN -RAUSHENBUSH as a Socialist, and indicated that he was acquainted . 

' with-, RAUSHENBUSH while RAUSHENBUSH worked for Governor' MARTIN- of Pennsylvania, 
at Harrisburg,- Pennsylvania, He said that RAUSHENBUSH was a frierid of NORMAN • 
THOMAS.' 

• ’’ PORTER stated that he was-leaving for. Europe on Thursday, March 2ij., 
19li9, and if his recollection is- refreshed concerning ELEANOR NELSON, he would 
advise the Bureau-by letter, 

DAVID ZIMMERMAN, with aliases ' 

.- . On March 1, 19ri9, TANSEL’ BUTLER, '30o' K Street-, Northeast, was inter¬ 

viewed by. Special-Agent PHILIP H. WILSON arid HARRY K, .CLAYTON concerning any . 
inf or mat ion BUTLER might be able to furnish with reference to DAVID. ZIMMERMAN, 
with aliases, former 1 Editor- of "Work", official organ of the Workers Alliance.-' 

■ of'America,. ■ • ' 

• BUTLER advised he. was President of the District of Columbia Branch . 
of the Workers Alliance of- America from. 1936 until he resigned during April 
1939, He pointed out that this- branch maintained a separate staff and head- .-' 
quarters from that of the national organization; therefore, his contacts were 
infrequent with members of the national staff, ■' 

He added, however, that he. had occasion to confer with/national - 
officers DAVID LASSER and HERBERT BENJAMIN and knew both of them well. He 
stated'..that he knew ELEANOR NELSON and DAVID■ZIMMERMAN, but was not well ac¬ 
quainted with either. He did not. know - ZIMMERMAN by any other name and he 
• ■ stated he did .not know- the address of ZIMMERMAN while the latter was in 
Washington, D. C, ' ’' ' 
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With reference to Investigation conducted to locate the apart¬ 
ment in-Washington, Do C*, utilized by CHAMBERS for the photographing of 
documents in 3-936? BUTLER stated that he'does not know of any Communist 
member who was residing in the area surrounding Eastern High School or 
Lincoln Park during 1935~1937 inclusive* 

‘ WEBSTER CLAY -POWELL .. 

By teletype dated January 28, 19l*9, the Hew York Office advised 
that WHITTAKER .CHAMBERS had stated that HAROLD WARE organized-a' small ap¬ 
paratus in the agriculture filed, and that WEBSTER CLAY POWELL had been a 
kind of personal deputy .of-.WAREc ' 

. WEBSTER ■ CLAY POWELL was interviewed by Special Agents DONALD D, 
CONNORS and THOMAS J* BARRY at this office on-February 25,. 19U9* He ad- . 
vised that he is presently -a Foreign Service Officer in the United States 
Department- of State., and that :he had just returned from -three and a half 
years duty in Australia* He stated that he had been acquainted with ALGER 
HISS, but had. had no close contact wit-h him,- and could not recall where he 
had met HISS, or who. had introduced him* He thinks he possibly first met 
HISS in the agriculture field since he, POWELL was Director of' Research . 
in ."Farm Research Incorporated" from about 1933 to 1938* 

POWELL described. "Farm Research Incorporated" as not a Government 
organization, but a private-group, which was formed to assist the farmer by 
obtaining helpful information and making it available to'.t'he farmers* He 
believed that the real founder of. "Farm Research Incorporated" was HAROLD 
WARE* The organization was financed by contributions from interested people 
and farm organizations* He was acquainted with the fact that this organi¬ 
zation had been cited by the House Committee on Un-American Activities as a 
Communist front;, but could give no reason for this action.other than the fact 
that HAROLD WARE had been connected with it and that WARE has been accused 
by many people of being a Communist 0 

With.regard to ALGER HISS, POWELL believes he may have seen HISS 
a few times socially since their first meeting, And once or twice-on the ■ 
street, but he has never attended any kind of meeting with HISS. ' During the 
contacts with HISS, he never observed anything that would' lead him to believe 
that HISS was a Communist or was in any way involved in a conspiracy to 
obtain Government documents*. He stated that he had never -heard of WHITTAKER 
CHAMBERS and- failed to identify photographs of CHAMBERS and of MRS. CHAMBERS 
which were taken in the 1930's* 

• POWELL has also- been• acquainted with DONALD. HISS, but could not' 
recall' the circumstances of their meeting and believes he probably had- seen 
DONALD HISS about the same number of. times that he had seen ALGER, He had 
no reason to doubt DONALD HISS’ loyalty to the United States* 
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POWELL advised that he first met HAROLD WARE in 1927, on an ex-' 
perimental farm in Russia, • which, wa's financed by the Quakers, according to 
POWELL«. POWELL first went to Russia on a trip financed by the Open Road 
Tourist Agency.in New.York City„ At the time of POWELL's arrival in Russia, 
WARE was already over there and after PCWELL 5 s return.to the United States,, 
he resumed his acquaintance with WARE* After WARE.organized "Farm Research 
Incorporated, I* he asked POWELL to take a position there, POWELL always con¬ 
sidered WARE to be a personal friend, but stated that WARE was the type of 
individual’to whom no one ever could get too close, POWELL now believes, 
in’the light of later developments, that WARE must have .been leading a 
double life. 

Before WARE’S death, POWELL.never knew that WARE was a Communist, 

He merely considered WARE to be a rabid new dealer. He admitted meeting 
ELLA REEVE (Mother BLOOR) and knew that she was HAROLD WARE’S mother. He 
has been in her home near Philadelphia'on'one or two occasions, but in 
spite of that, he did not know that she was a Communist until sometime 
after HAROLD WARE’S death in 1935b He thought that she was just a radical 
labor leader and nothing more. In connection with WARE’S death irt 1935, 

POWELL stated that he and his wife were an a car in front of WARE’S car, 
and that his car was. s.ideswiped by a truck and then smashed into WARE'S 
car. They were all on their way to visit a friend, HANNAH PICKERING,. in 
New York State when the accident happened, 

POWELL' first met HENRY HILL COLLINS on his trip to Russia in 
192?, He stated that COLLINS had gone along with the group whose trip had 
been financed by the Open Road Tourist Agency, POWELL continued his ac¬ 
quaintance with COLLINS later in Washington, and has been'in COLLINS' apart¬ 
ment at cocktail parties many times, but never attended ary sort-of meeting . 
there. At the present time, he could not recall the names, of any of the 
people who were present at parties in COLLINS-' apartment. He never sus¬ 
pected COLLINS of being a Communist or of being, in any way, connected with ' 
a conspiracy to obtain government documents. In this connection, he made 
the comment in answer to a direct question, that of all his friends and 
acquaintances, while in Washington, he never knew ary of them to be Com¬ 
munist Party members. He stated that some of them might have been sympathetic 
to some parts of the Communist doctrine, and that he, himself, had some of 
the same aims as the Communists, but that net all of the CoramuKiEffilel©ffia21551 
his aims were alike. 

He advised that- his wife had operated a school for children. 
called Greenacres, near Silver Spring, Maryland, He recalled, that' a benefit, 
or benefits, had been held at the school to aid the Spanish Loyalist, cause,. 

He had, himself, been sympathetic with the Loyalist cause' in Spain, and 
was acquainted with the fact that the Communists in this country-had sup¬ 
ported the. Loyalists and helped recruit men for the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 

He stated,' however, that he was not aware, at that, time, that the Communists 
were as "■-much of a threat to the security and peace of the tvbrld-as he feels 
they are at the present time. . 
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POWELL. stated that he knew LEE. PRESSMAN, but that the details of 
his meeting with PRESSMAN are. very hazy in has raindo He does recall being 
at a cocktail party at PRESSMAN'S house, -which he believes is across from 
the’ Zoo on Connecticut Avenue, but does not recall any other individuals 
who attended the party 0 He did not recall ever‘having met ABRAHAM GEORGE 
SILVERMAN, 

POWELL stated that, he did not desire to give a signed statement 
concerning the. information which he had furnished to the interviewing Agents, 
but. would prefer to consult an .attorney before doing so. He was advised that 
this action was .entirely within his rights. He stated, however, tliat .he would 
be willing to be put under oath and repeat the foregoing information. He ad¬ 
ded that in the light of the accusations against many of his acquaintances 
by both MSS .ELIZABETH BENTLEY and WIT TAKER CHAMBERS, he believes that if. 
their, accusations are true, he had been used as a front by these people f or' ' 
their Communist activities, 

- POWELL was re-interviewed by the same Agents at this office on 
March 31«> 19R9,. and stated that he was 'still connected with the Department 
of. State, but was on temporary assignment to the Department of Labor as a 
Foreign Labor Adviser, He has secured an apartment .and 'is new residing at 
$ East Irving Street, Chevy Chase, Maryland, 

.Concerning HANNAH PICKERING, F.QWELL stated that he does not knew 
her present, location, as he has not seen her or heard from her since 19U0. 

The last information he had was that she was living on her farm at Elmira, 

'New Yorko She had.been a very good’friend of WARE, and POTELL.believed 
' that WARE had met her .when she had been interested in the farm that the . 
Quakers financed in Russia, POWELL met PICKERING, he believes, 'When he 
went to. Russia in' 1927, under the auspices, of the Open Road Tourist Agency, 
with.which. PICKERING was connected. He'could not'recall whether,he first 
met her in the United States or after she had arrived in Russia,- It was. 
his opinion that’ she was a Quaker, but he could not state, if she had been, 
or is, a Communist., . ' 

■ . In response- to a direct- question, POWELL stated that he met ELEANOR 
•NELSON sometime between 1933 and 1938, in Washington, D» C,-, when he had 
worked for "Farm-Research Incorporated, u He believes the occasion of the 
■meeting was,either a - union raliy or a meeting of a group to discuss the 
problems of the share-cropper. He never had any social contact with ELEANOR 
NELSON and only; saw bier once or'twice after their first meeting. He did 
recall that HAROLD WARE and ELEANOR ■ NELSON were very good-friends. 

Concerning "Farm Research Incorporated," POWELL" admitted that • 
CHARLES GARLAND had been-connected with it in. Washington, D. C. He stated 
that GARLAND did .accounting work for the organization and also contributed 
money to ..it,, since he had been a fairly wealthy man, POWELL could not say 
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If .GARLAND was a Communist and he did not know of any of GARLAND'S other ac¬ 
tivities outside of those with "Farm Research. Incorporated,," 

• •* K * 

•In answer to a direct question, POWELL stated that ROBERT COE had • 
worked for "Farm Research Incorporated" but he.was unable to remember ’COE-'s 
exact position, nor -could he state whether or not COE was a Communist* He 
believed COE was a liberal„ According to POWELL, COE came into "Farm Research 
.about one year before POWELL, himself, left the organization, and he.believed 
that COE had been’brought into the organization by HAROLD WARE. When POWELL 
was reminded that .he had .stated previously that he had left "Farm Research."’, 
in 1938, and that HAROLD WARE was killed- in 1935, POWELL stated that COE must 
have gone 'into, the organization before WARE’S-death, and that he was just not 
able to remember the exact period that COE had worked for the organization, 
POWELL was sure that’ he had never met COE before this time. As it had. been- 
noted' that POWELL*s wife had operated’a school under the name ALICE COE • 
MENDHAM, POWELL.was asked if ROBERT COE was .any relation to. his wife and 
he denied' that ..there was any relationship. .' . 

POWELL stated that-he did not recall a farm school-at Dorfstown, - 
Pennsylvania, with which WARE may have been connected. He' did recall that 
there was a group of farmers in Pennsylvania which WARE used to visit. This 
group used to meet somewhere near a small -town directly across the Delaware 
River from Trenton, New -Jersey. POWELL knew nothing at all of the nature’ of 
this group other than that it was composed of'farmers. 

; ' . .He was asked at this time, if he had recalled anything since the 

last.-time he was- interviewed which would lead him to change, his mind con- 
cerningcthe people- who had’ been mentioned in the first interview. He stated 
that he could not recall .anything at all which he believed would be at all. 
helpful in trying to uncover the truth concerning the alleged Communist ac¬ 
tivities of these people. He had always believed that HAROLD WARE was .pro- 
Russiari, but he'never knew WARE was a Communist until after WARE'S death,. 

POWELL stated that during the .period in which he had worked, for 
"Farm. Research," he had believed .in'"united front," .in other w.ords, he be¬ 
lieved-that the. "damn Commies" could be used in order to obtain social 
advances. His own -viewpoint follows more the line of’the Socialists-than : ’ 
that of the. Communists, and he stated that he had been a member. of the 
Socialist Party in 1926, at Hanover, New Hampshire. He had always believed 
that socialism had "a lot .’.of possibilities. He reiterated that he could not 
name one person of his- acquaintance in Washington, D. C., who was known to 
him to be-a Communisti 

. It was noted by the interviewing Agents that, although POWELL . 
stated that he wished to cooperate, he never offered any information unless 
it was in answer to a direct question, and that he never elaborated on his •. 
answers-and further information had been brought out by direct questioning. 
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ENCLOSURES: 

. To the Bureau: Two photographs of ERWIN S. GELSEY- 
To New York: ' Two photographs of ERWINS, GELSEY 

-PENDING- 
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THE WASHINGTON FIELD- OFFICE. 


AT WASHINGTON, D,' C. 


" LEADS 


Will continue to develop information pertinent to this, investi¬ 
gation and conclude the. investigation requested in the referenced Bureau 
letter, . 




-3S- 




This matter is receiving constant and preferred-investigative 
attention in-this office and leads are being'handled as they are.receiyed. 
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By letter dated March 21, 19h9, to the Bureau with copies to . 

New York, Los Angeles and San Antonio, the latter.'office was directed to 
: interview DR. .MARGARET WATT, at Pharr, Texas. DR. WATT is the. former 
■MARGARET GUTELIUS CRANE.' ' . 

.By letter dated March 21, 1919, to the Bureau, with :a copy to _ . 
Chicagp, the latter office was requested to locate and interview ARTHUR. C«. 
BACHRACH, who was associated with . ALGER HISS in the. AM at Washington, D. C-. ■ 

•.By teletype dated March 9, 19l9, the Baltimore Office requested 
interviews with ELLIS 0. BRIGGS and HERBERT S. .BURSLEY, -former associates 
of LAURENCE DUGGAN at the State Department. It was ascertained that ELLIS 0. . 
'BRIGGS , is serving as American Ambassador at Montevideo, Uruguay, and that 
HERBERT S. 'BURSLEY; is serving as American. Ambassador- at - Tegucigalpa, Honduras. 
These interviews were, • consequently, not conducted. 

By letter dated March 2, 19l9, to the Bureau,, with copies to 
. Philadelphia and New York, the Philadelphia Office was requested to locate 
■and interview LAWRENCE R. BROWN, 222 Church Road, Ardmore, Pennsylvania, 
a former• member of the N[ye Committee, for any' information he might have 
concerning ALGER HISS. 

Bureau' letter of March 1, 1919, to this office, with copies to' 

New York and Baltimore, requested that the larger oii companies be contacted 
to determine if- ALGER or PRISCILLA HISS had a gasoline, charge account in 1937, 
and to. examine such account to determine if the HISS' purchased gasoline 
in 'or near towns mentioned by WHITTAKER CHAMBERS as stopping places during 
an auto trip in New England- in August 1937. 

- By’letter dated March 1$: 19l9, to the Bureau, with.copies to New 
York and Baltimore, Norfolk 'and Philadelphia, the. offices listed were furnished 
the addresses of the major oil companies and were requested to- conduct the 
investigation set out in the. Bureau's letter of March h,'19h9. 

New York teletype dated March 17, 19h9, requested this office to 
.interview WILLIAM WALTON. By teletype dated March 23, 19h9, the New York 
Office was advised, that'WALTON was in Jacksonville, Illinois, and. would be ■ 
available for interview by the New York Office on March 27 or 28, 19h9, at 
111 East 70th Street,. New York City, care of MR. EDWARD WARBURG,' ' 

■. Bureau letter of January 3,' 19h9, instructed this office tb inter- • 
View PAUL R. PORTER, former .husband of ELEANOR NELSON SOIRING. The results 
of that interview, are - .contained in this report. By letter dated April I, 

19h9, the Bureau and New York Office were advised of the names of individuals 
furnished by PORTER who might. furnish. additional information concerning 
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ELEANOR NELSON SOARING,. The New York -Office was requested to interview 
those•individuals within its territory„ This office is locating the 
other individuals mentioned therein, will interview, those found here, ' 
and will set out - appropriate leads when necessary. The Bureau was re¬ 
quested tc give authorization for an interview with PORTER’s brother, 

• JAMES PORTER,. whom he had described' as a prominent meinber of the Communist 
'Party. • 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


Ij?s. Ju_“ 3d \.Vi^ :7 , noe former 

wife of T wlLLI^! admits # laio; in^ that CIUJU 

engaged in 11 special work” for OP from 193h through 1937* 
Knows that he '..'as a photographer and received about 
.,‘200*00 in cash monthly for his services. Recalls meet¬ 
ing ORAHB's Fart^/ boss, who was a man called"^SOB, 11 , des¬ 
cribed as short, heavy-set and resembling ViHITT/iKHR CilAlYkiriS 
as lie appears in 1931 photograph. She also met BOB'S wife. 
7.ATT denies she ever met any other persons connected 'with 
GRAB'S* s activities or figuring in this case. 

- HUB - 

Bureau File 7U-1333. 

Los Angeles letter to the Bureau, 3/25A9* ;= n=r 

IJew York teletype to Hew Orleans, 3/28 A? • 

Hew Orleans teletype to the Bureau and Hew York, U/5A9* 

AT KB/ 0RL2AHS, LOUIGIAYA 


- T> ' 
"-/r. • ) 


RdF/YCHOB: 


DETAILS: 


Accepting an invitation extended to her the preceding day, Hrs. 
JAISS '..'ATT, nee JhAGAEST FRAH0E3 GUTKEICS, called at the Hew Orleans Office on 
April 5, I'A?, and was interviewed by Special Agent ROBERT F. COOP-51, JR. and 
the writer. 


I'rs* VJATT advised that her own membership and activity in the 
Oorswunist party wer^/limited to the school year of 1932-33 when she was teach- 
in? elementary grades at the Catherine Branson School, Ross, California. She 
rscaiftedthAit she and two other young woman who '..ere also teachers at the school 
had j oil-ink the Gosiuunist party at- a street meeting in San Francisco* She stated 
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that throughout the year the three teachers and a nan, whose name she did not 
recall but whom she believed to be the Farty organiser in that area, hold, meet¬ 
ings about once a week at ’"ill Valley, California. Che stated that it v;as dur¬ 
ing whis period that she first met ..ILLIh.. Jh..AiiL) GhAi'K), probably in the bpring 
of 1933. It v;as IPs. 77ATI 1 s recollection that she had met CEAI7A at a Communist 
Farty meeting in San Francisco rather than in hill Valley. She said that she 
know GFiAh3 only casually at this time and had no dates with him. She advised 
that she had never renewed her membership in the Farty or contributed any more 
money to the Party, nor did she ever thereafter attend any party functions. 


IPs* wiAT recalled that after spending the sunnier of 1933 with 
her parents at Rochester, iiew York, she returned to Calif orni.a where, during 
the school year 1933-3U, she tool: some chemistry classes at San I.ateo Junior 
College and worked in a book store there. She did not see CRuIIdS that year, 
she advised. 


Its. v/liTT stated that she next, saw CEAIC while visiting her 
parents at their home in Rochester, Hew York, in the summer of 193U* She re¬ 
called that CRAI-To was driving through Rochester and spent a few days there. 
According to Its. 7/AT'I, C3A13 told her at that time that he was doing "special 
work" for the Communist Farty and expected to be working in the San Francisco 
area. Since she was planning on entering the University of California Radical 
School at Eerkeley that fall, she and CEiuIS decided that they should get to¬ 
gether out there. 


Yr-s. v/ATT indicated that while she attended the University of 
California medical School during 193U-3!?, she and V/ILLLJ.I ED7IARD CRA13S lived 
together in an apartment in Berkeley, the precise location of which she could 
not recall. It was her recollection that during this period CEAI7A would meet 
friends once in a while but he did not appear to do any work. She stated that 
to the best of her knowledge, she met no one who was connected with GRAhiJs 
Farty work in the San Francisco area. She said that CRAhB never brought any 
of his "friends" to their apartment and that their mutual social contacts were, 
for the most part, with other students at the University. IPs. '..All recalled 
that toward the end of that school year, CRA1A told her that his work for the 
Party would demand that he be in Hew York City the next, year, rather than on 
tne ..esc Coast. 


Its, A&YT related that she 


and CRAIG were married in Rochester, 


Hew York, 
Herr York 


in the summer of 193?, and that after their marriage they went to 
City to live* She stated that for the remainder of the summer she 


shopped around for a medical school to attend and decided upon Columbia Uni¬ 
versity. She recalled that in hew York they liven first on Stauen islanu and 
that shortly before school started that fall, they moved to Manhattan and took 
an apartment on Amsterdam Avenue, about four or five blocks from the Presby¬ 
terian Hospital* Acs. AAPf could not recall the precise addresses of the 
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apartments which she occupied with C3A1A on 3taten Island and on Amsterdam 
Avenue. She stated that the apartment on Amsterdam Avenue was a wallrup on 
the fourth or fifth floor. Kiev lived there, she said, until the end of 
that school year. 

IxSm Y/ATS stated she was unable to remember just what she and 
Crt'dA did during the summer of 1936, but she did recall that they left Hew 
Tori: City ar.d went to either paltimore or YJashington—she was not sure which. 
There he continued his worl: for the Communist Forty and she merely loafed. 

Irs* Y/ATI advised that when she returned to Coluribia for the 
school year of 1936-37, she and CPuV.A tool: an apartment on Haven avenue wliich 
was somewhat closer to the medical school than their previous place had been. 

Che stated that she did not remember the exact address. She recalled that it 
v;as during this period that she and CRAIA first began having serious marital 
difficulties and they separated about the tine of her Christmas vacation. She 
tool: a room in a rooming house further downtown and he stayed in thn Ilaven 
Avenue apai-tnent. She recalled that she wanted CIbVGS to get a decent, steady 
job and that this was one of the reasons for their quarreling, in addition to 
the fact that their interests were different, she being no longer interested 
in the Communist Party. She stated that they remained separated for about a 
month, after which she moved bad: to the Haven Avenue apartment with GHA A. 

In the summer of 1937, they moved to bashing-ton, £>. C., Irs. 

'AATT stated, where she worked in the clinic at the George Washington University 
Hospital for two months during her vacation. She recalled that in 'Washington 
they had an apartment on Longfellow Street. She could not recall the address. 

It was her recollection that CAuLhl stayed in Washington throughout the two- 
month period while she was working at ti e clinic and that we wormed for une 
Party in Wasiiington that summer. 

She and CHAUS returned to 1,'ew York together in the pall of 1937 
and she commenced her final year in medical school at Columbia. She stated 
that by this time their mariwal x’olationsliip ham G.cteriora u sci to a- poinu i.nere 
she left CRAhA for good. She stated that she. moved into a dormitory room at 
Sard Hall initially and thereafter moved to a young women* s residence hotel on 
36th Street run by a .Is. TOAH. She recalled that besides residing there, she 
also ran a small clinic in tne ouilding* . rs. .Imf was unaor tuo impression 
that CRA'.Y remained in Hew York City until approrimately the date of her gradua¬ 
tion from medical school, but during her final year at school she saw CAW A very 
infrequently. She advised, than one may m toe spring qj. 193o, oiio^ ~3u oriel 1^, 
after CAT'A had telephoned her. She recalled that 0?W. A was unhappy and upset 
because ho said the party didn’t need him any more. He indicated to her that 
he was * •oiw bach to California and get a job. That was tue last time she ever 


saw CAwA, 


ATT saiu. 
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Mrs. WATT related that shr e had never as'ssted CRANE in his 
special work for the Communist Party ,§>5nd that he had nfer requested her to 


do so. She stated further •■that ■•CRAJfe did not discuss is work with her. 

She stated.it was her understanding that CRANE'S Partyworlc was principally 
that of a photographer and that h p had indicated to h f that most of his 
photographing was of documents. /She recalled that C&NE had a Leica camera 
with lens attachments,'which attachments, she understood, were to facilitate 
the photographing of documents/ She recalled-also fiat CRANE possessed some 
gadgets for holding down book /pages while they were being photographed. She 
stated that CRANE used to practice photographing books and newspapers around 
the apartment, but that to the best of her .knowledge this was purely practice 
and the photographing which he did for the Party was done elsewhere. 

Mrs. WATT explained that in addition to his Party work, CRANE 
did free-lance photography in connection with articles which he attempted to . 
sell to legitimate publications. In this connection, she recalled that he 
built a small darkroom in their apartment on Staten Island and there developed 
some photographs which he had made, which photographs were, to the best of her 
knowledge, "local color" shots which CRANE contemplated using, in his legitimate 
activities. She recalled CRANE telling her after they first arrived in New 
York that he was not supposed to submit material to the Communist press or 
magazines and was not supposed to be seen with known Communists. 

,7 ' ■ . 

' She stated that in connection with his Party work, CRANE made 

trips about once a month to Baltimore and Washington. Mrs. WATT stated that 
G J A£iIE had mentioned to her that while on these trips he took photographs of 
comments, which documents she assumed came from Washington, although CRANE 
noser said so in so many words. She stated that CRANE told her he had friends 
in-Washington and Baltimore who helped him with this work,. and she. gained the 
impression that after making his photographs, CRANE left the films with these 
friends. 

Mrs. 7/ATT stated that CRANE'S Party boss was a'man called "BOB." 
She advised that for his services to the Party, CRANE was paid about 0200.00 
monthly in cash. She assumed that BOB paid him. She advised that CRANE ap¬ 
parently had a great deal of respect for BOB because, as she recalled it, he 
always spoke of BOB in the most complimentary terms. She related-that when 
her marriage to CRANE first began to show signs of breaking up, probably dur¬ 
ing the school year of 1936-37, CRANE took her to meet BOB. Introduction was 
by first name only, she stated, and BOB'S last name was never mentioned. She 
described this individual as a short, heavyset man who was a pleasant talker. 
Photographs of WHITTAKER CHAMBERS were displayed to Ik's. WATT and she stated, 
that BOB bore a great resemblance to WHITTAKER CHAMBERS as he appears in the 
photograph of him taken in 1931. BOB had no accent, she stated, and he looked 
and acted like an American. . Mrs. WATT advised that even from other more recent 
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photographs of CHAMBERS, including those which appeared in the newspapers, .. 
she believed it might well have been CHAMBERS whD was introduced to her as 
BOB, CRANE’S Party boss in 1936-37• 

Mrs. WATT recalled that her first meeting with BOB was'in a 
restaurant in New York City where the three of th^m,, she, CRANE and BOB, had 
dinner. She stated that a few months later, -she anu €750® went to dinner at 
BOB’S home and that there she met his wife, whom she described as a small, 
thin,: dark woman, not very pretty. The photograph of Mrs. WH ITT AKER I CHAMBERS 
; taken about 1936 was displayed to Mrs. WATT and while she could not make an. 
identification on the basis of this photograph, she stated it was her recol¬ 
lection that BOB’S wife was of the same general type. Mrs. WATT recalled 
that BOB’s home was in the country, but she was uncertain as to whether it 
was on the outskirts of New York City or Baltimore. She stated that to get . 
there she and CRANE had to drive, but she was net certain whether they were 
on an extended trip at this time or not. 

Mrs. WATT stated that on both occasions when she and her for¬ 
mer husband met BOB, his conversation was about art, literature and the problems 
of marriage. It was her recollection that BOB was interested in having the 
CRANE'S marriage preserved. 

The photographs of the subjects and persons connected with this 
case were displayed to Mrs. WATT and she was unable to identify any of them as^ 
persons she had ever seen, with the exception, of course, of h ® r ? 

WILLIAM EDWARD CRANE, and the above noted references to Mr. and Mrs. WHITTAKER 
CHAMBERS. Mrs. WATT stated that except for BOB, she had never, to her knowledge, 
seen or been introduced to any persons connected with CRANE'S Party worx. She 
sta?ed that sS Sd not recall meeting .MGRRIsSsTMOW either in New York or on 
the West Coast. She also stated that to the best of her knowledge she had never 
met fColonel' BYKOV and his wife. She did not recall ever having me any ussi ns 
through CRANE. She recalled CRANE'S having made frequent mention of a PETE 
but she stated she had never met that individual. Mrs. WATT pointed out that 
while living in New York City with CRANE, she had devoted almost all of her time 
to her medical studies to the virtual exclusion of other interests. She and 
CRANE^had very little social life in New York, she stated, and she could not 
renember having ever gone to a Hew York night club with her former husband. 

Mrs. WATT related that she married her present husband in 1939. 

She stated that he has been a physician with the U. S-P^blic ^^J^^ted 
•since about 1937. He is presently stationed in New Orleans. Mrs. VJATT s 
Sat h er present sympathies are definitely anti-Soviet and have been for some . 
that ®*en ymp . presently employed at the Louisiana State Uni- 

ve“ity“ of^dSine aS lh!t sh/andTJ husband and two children reside 
at 1730 Napoleon Avenue, New Orleans, Louisiana. KiSSeloff-7168 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Form No. 1 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT BWf TflME Mt&m F1Lg NQ I* 


REPORT MADE AT 




JE 

mrs&m mm (in» 


PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 

MWA* 


REPORTMADEBY 

IMb ft. met 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ifmrMtfii i ii 
WWUfl #■ fc 


Imi 


APPROVED AND 
' FORWARDED: 


SPECIAL AGENT 

in Charge 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


1 / ■ _ 1 _ cc. rr\ 

- 

Kisselorr-7169 

ftvHC) 



V. 8. QOTOOnCSNT lUMNlI 0ITIC1 7—2034 




















